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Sankaracharya the Great and 


His Successors in Kanchi 


CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 


4. General. Indian history is mainly a 
history of thougnt, rather than of action; and 
in the history 0: Indian thought, the Vedanta 
philosophy occupies the central position. But 
it-is a characteristic of that history that, while 
we have a continuity of tradition and o! ideas, 
personalities. retive into the backgrounc ; and 
while their glory -emains, their actions become 
inextricably mixed up with fable and legend. 
The modern stulent would fain penetrate 
this screen of fi-tion and tradition, anc try t 
get a view of the mighty actors behind it. If 
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the following pases will serve to elucidate 
ever so little the personality of the grea 
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allegiance of the masses was divided betwe: 


the heretical sects of Buddhism and Jainis® 
on the one hand, and the demoralising worsk. 
of the terrific forms of Siva and his Sakti, 
the other. To Sri Sankara belongs the cre 
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exponent of the Vedanta philosophy, I wot 


be amnly rewarded. 


9. Sri Sankara is undoubtedly the gre 


est Vedanta teacher that India has ever h; 
Before his time, the Vedanta occupied a pt: 
tion of comparative obscurity beside the mc. 


pular Sankhya and Vaiseshika schools. Tk 


of at once purifying popular Hinduism of: 


‘objectionable features, and rescuing the Ide 


istic system of the Vedanta from obscutl 
He rendered Hinduism popular and ratio 
at the same time; so that, since his time 
has successfully appealed to the masses! 
thinking men alike. He organised the Hitt 
Church by the founding of mathas wh 
have tended to preserve our ancient Relig 


intact in spite of external ons.aug ‘ 
internal schisms. He was besides a $! 
thinker, teacher, and saint, full of compass 
for mankind, yearning to emancipate th 


from the evils of Samsara by that inner vis 
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ot Truth or Aoehe. a icM alone can destroy 
avidya, the root of all Evil. 

3. Waterials for a life of Sri Sankara. 2 
We have scarcely got the materials for & , ae 
satisfactory, _accoun 


t of the life of such a great 
teacher and reformer. 


The traditional vie" 
of his life and actions 1S embodied in a num er 
of Sankaravijyayas flit.” triumphs of Sankara”). 7 Q 
of uncertain da 1 eo - 


te and authorship. None 0! 
them 1S authentic, of eo 


can be placed near the at 
time of the great Guru. “The most famous 0: id 
these Sankaraviyjayas, attributed — to Vidyé- 

Madhava, the minister of the ve 
ng Bukka (1354—79), ig aWOTS es 
ra style, with material free-y arr 
imagination. The writez , 
t once 0: 


ranya, alias 
Vijayanagar Ki 
written in the ha 


drawn from the 
i Sankara a contemporary a 


a, Dandin, Abhinavagupla, and S71 
torically worthless. Anand:- 
girl's Sankaravijaya is equally valueless, and 
obviously a forgery; for the author who claims 
to be a discivle of the great teacher himse!:: 
refers lo Ramanuja and Madhva, who lived :2 
the eleventh and twellth centuries respective:®- co 
7s 
1] have given a list of books [ have consultee «2 I 
made use of, in Appendix 1. i 


makes OF 
Bana, Maytr 
Harsha. It is his 
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i 4 SANKARACHARYA AND HIS SUCCESSORS 
In this sketch, I mainly depend on the . | = 


. ¢ following works— ey 
%, (1) Punya-sloka-manjari, by Sarvajna 
Sadasiva Bodha, head of the Kanchi Sankara- ‘ 
charya Matha (1523—1529), LIV in succession ri - po 

. from the great Sankara. It consists of a collec- * 
7 , ira tion of 109 memorial verses, giving particulars 
about the life of the successors of Sri Sankara | 

| 


on the Kamakoti Pitha. 2 
(2) Parisishta, a supplement to the above, 

by Atma Bodha, the same as the author of 

(4). It consists of a collection, of 13 verses 

| dealing with LIV—LX Gurus. 

-° 5, (3) Guru-ratna-mala, by  Sadasiva 

; bo Brahmendra, a pupil of Parama Sivendra 

, ie Sarasvati, LV head of the Kanchi matha. It 
consists of 86 verses in beautiful Arya metre, 
in praise of the Gurus that have occupied the 
Kamakoti pitha. 

(4) Sushama, a commentary on the : 
above, by Atma-Bodha, a pupil of Mahadevenara t 
Sarasvati, LAT successor of Sri Sankara. It 

as written in 1642 Sata (A.D. 1720); 

hese works to the current Sausara- 

se they are of known date and 
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I prefer t 
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authorship ; and they do not, like the latter, 
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confuse between the great Sankara and some 
of his successors, who bore his name and 
were also famous. as scholars and teachers. 
Moreover, these works, containing as they do 
the history of one .of the mathas established 
by Sri Sankara, afford a valuable record 
of the progress of Vedantic thought sub- 
sequent to the great Guru; and they furnish 
‘further. what is. _most valuable in Indian 
history, a frame- work of dates which can 
be verified more or less accurately in most 
cases. oO 

Now, a word about the authors of these 
works— 

6. Sarvajna Sadasiva Bodha, the author 
of Punya-sloka-manjari, was LIV head of the 
Kanchi matha, and he says that most of the 
verses are old, though some are his own 
composition. There is nothing improbable in 
his statement, as memorial verses (Punya- 
slokas) of successive heads of a matha are 
generally written soon after their de: mise, 
giving particulars of their lives, and the date 
and place of Siddhi. Worship is always 
offered at the Samadhi and at other places to 
the deceased guru, soon after his death and on 
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knowledge of the year, month and fithi, ig Wand 
necessary. The Punya-sloka-manjart 3s § 
collection of such verses which have con 
down from time to time; and Sarvajna Sadie 
siva, who occupied the pitha in the middle 
the sixteenth century, was only their edito 
He arranged them in chronological order, an 
probably supplied missing verses. 

7. Sadasiva Brahmendra, the author 
Gurueratna-mala, was a pupil of Param 
Sivendra, LV head of the matha, in. who 
praise the former wrote the Aima-vidya-vilas 
The Guru-ratna-mala is mainly based on.th 
Punya-sloka-manjari, and closely follows it 
details. Sadasiva was a well-known yogis, 
believed to have beena siddiia; and a number oF 
miracles are attributed to him. He used to carr 
the sandals of his guru on his head. He is the Charya a 


me IT hay 
1 to 


style and their high philosophic tenor. He tet eae 


held in great veneration by the Tondamanse 
the Pudukotta Royal family. He lived to ie 
good old age, chiefly in the Tanjore an 


Techinopoly districts, and died near Karur in 
he latter district. 

~ 8, Atma Bodha, the author of Sushama, 
was a pupil of . Advayatma Prakasa, LVIII 
“head of Kanchi. He shows g remarkable 
‘critical capacity and wide learning and scholar- 
ship; but it is a pity that the extensive 
literature he evidently commanded has been so 
Jargely lost to us.’ He clothes with flesh and 
lood the bare details given in the chronologies; 
and explains the allusions by appropriate quo- 
‘tations. It is mainly to him that we owe the 
succinct account of the Kanchi matha we 
)SSeSS, forming as it does a most valuable 
chapter in the history of Indian thought and 
ligion. He wrote.a supplement to the Punya- 
sloka- -manjart, bringing it down to his own. guru, 
Advayatma Prakasa, and a gloss on it, called 
Makaranda. He is also the author of Bhak/i- 
ERalpa- druma, and Bodha-sudhaikara- chandrika, 
9. The Kanchi Matha. The Sankara- ° 
arya matha established in Kanchipura by 


JCCESSORS 


For this,% 
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'T have given a list of books quoted or re- 
erred to by Atma Bodha, in Appendix 2, printing 
‘ress of the ithose not ay: ulable at present in italics, so that they 


Wy alleact. the attention of scholars and lead to 
urther j inquiry. 
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Sri Sankara himself, (transferred to Kumbh 


8. SANKARACHARYA AND HIS SUCCESSORSE 


ire 


konam-in the Tanjore District, in the endg 
the eighteenth century), and presided oval 
from time to time by men of vast learnint 
great piety and mighty intellect, has continug 
to be a centre of Hindu culture and religid 
in. these parts. Some of the occupants of th 
Kamakoti pitha, as will be shown in’ th 
sequel, are among the most distinguish¢ 
teachers of Vedanta philosophy and authos 
of well-known treatises on Advaita- Vedant 
40. The Chronology of the Kamakoti Pi 
is “of: the utmost importance, as it give 
accurate dates for a4 number of events in th 
history of Indian thought. Indian history 
mainly.one of thought rather than oi action 
and chronology is its weak point. Therefo 
all information that is dated, and dated acct 
rately, is of immense importance to it. Ther 
can be no doubt of the accuracy of the chront 
logy asa whole. The Punya-sloka-manjart give 
only the cyclic year, the (lunar) month, parshe 
and /it/i, sometimes even the time of day, of tee 


decease of the gurus. ‘But here and there, t : 


Kah or Saka year is given, and with the heke 
of these, we can get 2 complete chronology. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE hy 
a ee eee ee eee 
S ee ae Date oF DEMISE ; io 
= Name of Acharya’ : Occupation + — he eer iat ee, 
ea) (Years) Cyclic} :  Paksha and: 
a car Month l day [oheshae year j 
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When I say that the accuracy of the 
chronology cannot be questioned, it applies 
| only to the latter part of it. We cannot say 
| ‘at present how far the older verses are 
genuiné. 4nd of contemporary origin. -It gives 
| a very early date to Sri Sankara—one that is 
not acceptable for several reasons; and it 
| ; assigns uniformly long periods to the earliest 
| gurus. But we have external synchronisms 
| as far back as the fifth century A.D.; and to 

me it appears that the chronology for another 
century earlier can be accepted as genuine. 
The date of Vidyaghana’s - death, 239 S.E. 
(a.D. 317), is the first date given in Saka, and 
not inthe Kali era. We find that the periods 
| allotted to the gurus after that date are human 
and probable, and more varied than those 
| given to the earher gurus. Thus 53 Acharyas 
- from Vidyaghana I to Chandrasekara VI, 
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cupy a period of 1,636 years, with «en 
aes of 30 years each whereas 11 
Acharyas from Sarvajnatman to Sachchit- 
ghana, occupy a period of 748 years, with 
an average of 68 years each. We have the 
unusually long periods of 112 and 96 years 
allotted to the. first tivo heads of the matha, 


Se oe 


the whole chronology. cannot be vitiated 
thereby; for, a considerable numb&sin the 
later dates can be verified by independent 
evidence. . 

Proceeding from the end, and mentioning 
only the more important synchronisms : 

(1) We have copper-plate grants given by 
the Vijayanagar Emperors, Nrisimhadeva Raya 
(14951509), and Krishnadeva Raya (1599— 
30), to Mahadeva IV (1498—1507), and to his 


‘two next successors (1507—39). 


(2) Madhava, sometime minister to Bukka 
I, King of Vijayanagar (1354—79), was a pupil 
of Vidyatirtha (1297—1385). 

(3) Advaitananda Bodha alas Chidvilasa 
(1166-—1200), is *said to have defeated in 
argument Sri Harsha, author of A/andaia- 
Khanda-khadyé,and Naishadha (1174-1200). 

_ (4) Chandrasekhara JIT alias Chandrachtda 
(1098—1166), is said to have defeated Hema- 
charya, the Jain teacher, in the court of 
Kumarapala Vidyalola, a Chalukya prince of 
the Anhilvad dynasty (1143-72); and to 


ve 


1 
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and a remarkable succession of 63, 81, 69, s 
and 83 years, for the next four. But if ™ 
these early dates appear to be fancitul, 4 


7S 
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have been attended by King Jayasimna of 
Kashmir (1127—49). 

(5) Bodha II (1061—1098) was the same 
as Somadeva, the author of Katha-saril-saigara 
predecs 3082), and a contemporary of King 
Kalasa of Kashmir (1063—89). 
~ (6) Sachchidvilasa (840—73) was served 
by’ Anandavardhana, the. author of Divan, 
who lived under King Avantivarman of 
Kashmir (855—884). 
~ (7) Sankara V (788—840) is said to have 
ascended the Sarvajna-pitha in Kashmir, 
in’ the reign of Vinayaditya Jayapida (779— 

813). 

(8) Sachchitsukha (481-512) is said to 
have converted: Aryabhatta, the astronomer, 
from atheism. The latter fixed the beginning 
of the Kali-ywga, in the year A.D. 499. 

(9) Sankara IV (398—437) was served by 
Vikramaditya the Great, ‘Sakari’ (375—413). 

At the same time, there are”some discre- 
pancies in our chronology 

(1) Surendra (375-83) is said to have 
overcome a Charvaka named Durdidivi, in the 
court of Surendra, a nephew ot Narendraditya 
of Kashmir. The latter is placed by Stein, on 


‘ 
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‘numismatic evidence,’ in the fifth or sixth 


century A.D. Kalhana’s dates are very confused 
about this time; and the Kanchi chronology 
may be more rehable. ; ) 

(2} There is a slight discrepanéy« in the 


date assigned to Matrigupta. Here again, 


Kalhana may be wrong. in saying that 
Matrigupta lived only. for ten years after 
abdication. He might have heard only of his 
ten years’ life in Benares as Jagadguru, and 
overlooked the obscurer years that the latter 
spent between the throne and the pitha. 

(3) Brahmanandaghana I (655—68) 1 


said to have been served by cieae: 


Muktapida of Kashmir and by Bhavabhuti. 
The Rajatarangint assigns 699— 735 to this 
king; but Stein makes it 725—60. 

None of these are serious, as the 
external dates with which the -Kanchi dates 
do not tally are themselves uncertain. They 
all belong to the early part of our chronology ; 
and there is the possibility of the sequence of 
succession at this period having been wrongly 
handed down. : 

(4) Butthe same cannot be said of the error 
in connection with the date of Vidyaghana III’s 


eet 
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death. Here, either the date of Vidyaghana’s — 


niryana, or that of Sankara V’s birth (A.D. 788) 
must be wrong. Our authorities make the suc- 


cessor to be dorn after the death of his 
predecessor. ia . 

- 44. The Dvaraka Chronology.’ It is re. 
markable that both the Kanchi and the 


Dvaraka chronologies assign about the same 
date to Sri Sankara, viz., the fifth century B.C. ; 


with this curious difference, that the year.of < 


his wiryaua according to the one (475 B.C.) is 
the year in which he was born according to 
the other. Both of them agree in assigning 
long periods for the earlier gurus, and more 
reasonable ones for the later. But I have not 
been able to check the dates of the Dvaraka 
Matha, as I have not the materials for it, but 
have seen only a bare table of the names and 


dates of the Gurus.’ What is important, how- 


ever, from our point of view, is the fact that 


~1Art by Govinda Dasa in The Theosodiust, Vol. 
XVI, (3 and 5). ; 

2 Govinda Dasa is wrong in identifying Vigndnes- 
vara Tirtha (A.D. 483-510), XX in the list of Dvaraka 
gurus, with the author of Avitakshara; for the latter 
lived in the time of the Western Chalukya King, 
Vikramaditya VI (10761127). — 
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the Dvaraka chronology assigns the same 

number of Acharyas for about the same period 
of time, as our chronology, v/z., 61 up to A.D. 
1704, It is a good confirmation of the latter. 

12. The Sringeri Chronology ‘is both de- 
fective and inaccurate, Suresvaracharya, the 
first head of the matha is assigned 800 years. 
This has led some scholars to bring down the 
date of Sri Sankara by that period. According 
to this chronology, Sri Sankara is given a 
more acceptable date, viz., 44-12 B.c. But 
the 800 years assigned ig Suresvaracharya 
have to be accounted for; and the correct 
explanation must be the one given by the 
author of Suvshama, and not that the death of 


. Suresvaracharya was antedated so as to push 


back the age of Sri Sankara. After the IX 
successor of Suresvaracharya, the Sringeri 
matha had ceased to exist for some 800 years. 
It was restored at the time of Vidyaranya, in 
the fourteenth century, when also were founded 
8 other mathas in the Canarese country as 
bulwarks against the growing influence of 
Madhvas. ‘To fill up the gap, they have 
assigned the period of the interregnum to 
‘The Theosophist, Vol. XIV, pp. 253—56, 
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Suresvaracharya, the first head of the matha. 
The fact of its restoration by Vidyaranye is 
attested by his name ‘ Vidyaranya’ or ‘ Vidya- 
sankara’?*? which its Srimukha still bears, 
along with those of Virapakshi, Pushpagiri, 
Alampuri, and other recent mathas estab- 
lished by him. . Vidyasankara, the successor of 
Narasimha Tirtha, who is assigned 105 years 
(1228—1333), in the Sringeri calendar, is said 
to have died: in 491 S. &. (A.D. 569), at 


Nirmala, near Bassein on the Bombay coast, 


where he had gone for a sea-bath, and where 
a fair is still held on the anniversary of his 
death, on the Aartika-sukla-trayodasi, every 
year. Now, the difference between the two 
dates (1333 and A.D. 569) is 764 years, and 
this is the extent of the gap between the Xx 
head of the Sringeri matha and its restora- 
tion by Vidvarenya; and it is a remarkable 
corroboration of Atmabodha’s statement that 
the matha had. ceased to exist for about § cen- 
turies. He was-evidently not aware of the 
allotment of this period to Suresvaracharya : 

1 Both are one, but different from IX head of the 
Sringeri matha who died in A.D. 599. 

? The Theoseshist, Vol XV1 (5), pp. 292-86. 
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for he would have mentioned and refuted it, 
if he had heard of it. The bringing down of 
the successors of Suresvaracharya by 800 
years so as to dovetail their dates to that of 
Bharati Krishna, the X head, must have there- 
fore been done subsequent to Atmabodha’s 
time; and the periods assigned to the first 
nine occupants of the Sringeri matha are 
purely fanciful.’ 
~The Puri matha has had 142 Acharyas up 
_till now; but here again we have only a list 
of names, and:no particulars about them; and 
I.am not at present able to account for the 
large number of the gurus in this matha. 

I have briefly compared the chronology of the 
Kanchi matha with those of other mathas, 
and shown that, on the whole, they corroborate 
the former, the Sringeri chronology doing so 
inspite of its defects. Sri Sankara is reputed 
io have established four mathas in the four 
quarters. OL these, the Jyotir-matha (popu- 
larly, ‘Joshee mutt’) established at Badari, 
has ceased to exist for sometime; and its 
records are not available. The Dvaraka 
matha is in process of dissolution, as the 


Nee 
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' Probably the list is also incomplete. 
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Pitha is at present the subject of litigation, and 
one of the claimants is in jail. It is widely 
believed' that all other mathas are of recent 
origin. But enough has. been said above to 
show that the Kanchi matha has had a conti- 
nuous tradition and history for over eighteen 
centuries, for most of which period it possesses 
an accurate chronology, and has had copper- 
plate grants, etc., made to it from the thirteenth 
century onwards.” te 

44, The date of Sri Sankara. Enough 
has been said to show’ that the. age of Sri 
Sankara must be much earlier than is commonly 
supposed. Thirty-six Acharyas had occupied 
the Kamakoti Pitha before the eighth century 

A.D., when he is said to have lived; and the 
. chronology of the matha is on the whole 
supported by those of other mathas, as well as 
by other external evidence. But we cannot 
wholly accept it; and we have not the means 
of verifying its early dates. In any case, the 

ae Mr. C. N. Krislhinasami Iyer in his book on 


Sri Sankaracharya (p. 73), “That this Kumbha- 
konam Mutt 1 1S comparativ ely modern appears to be 


probable.” 

> Gopinatharao, ‘Sri Sankaracharya matha In- 

scriptions ’’ (p. 5). ; 
2 
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35 too early for Sri Sankara, 


if the eighth century A.D. is toolate. The correct 
date must be somewhere near the beginning of 
the Christian Era. I shall now set down a - 
fev: facts that suggest such a conclusion-— 

(1) I have shown that the Kanchi chrono- 
apable of independent verification as 
fth century A.D., and that, 
after Vidyaghana I, the XII guru in the list, 
the dates become normal with fair averages 
for’ the ‘headships. Up to the end of the 
fourth century ‘A.D., we, have about 18 gurus 
in both the Kanchi and Dvaraka calendars— 

the only complete calendars available. This. 

would give the first century A.D. or B.C. 
for Sri Sankara, on an average of 20 or 30 
years for the gurus 5 and the Sringeri calendar 
actually assigns this period for him. . 

(2) a.p. 788, the date commonly assigned 
is actually the date of 
birth of * Abhinava’ Sankara, bis XXXVI 
who was born in Chidambaram, 
ary of Jayapida Vinaya- 

ditya of Kashmir, one of whose Court poets, 
-Vakpati Bhatta, has written his life, Sanka- 
-pendra Vilasa- That confusion of persons and 


G{th century B.C. 
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dates that is so characteristic of Hindu history : 
has been only augmented by the writers of 
current. Sankaraviayas, especially Madhava 
and Anandagiri; and has led scholars to trans- 
fer dates and events from .the life of this 
‘modern’ Sankara to that of his illustrious 
predecessor. But, possessing as we do the 
names of so many of the intervening Acharyas, 
with accurate information about the dates and 
life-histories of several of them, we cannot - 
identify the two Sankaras. . , 

(3) We have the name of ° Mika’ Sankara. 
coupled with the name of his predecessor, in 
the prastavanas of two dramas, Hayagriva- 
‘yadha and Afaniprabhe, written in the time of 
the celebrated Vikramaditya ‘Sakari, the 
Gupta Emperor (A.D. 375-413). 

~ (4) Sri Sankara is said to have turned west 
in his tour, to meet Kumarila Batta who was 
then in Prayag, though the East, i.e, Magadha, 
was protected by King Hala.’ ‘This Hala was 
an Andhra-bhritya king who is placed in the 
| third quarter of the first century A.D. 


) Guru-ratne-mala, . 


ft "ap. 69-74, according to V. A. Smith, “Early 
History of India”; dynastic list on. p. 190. 
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(5) Govinda Bhagavatpada, Sri Sankara’s 
guru, is said to have been the same as the gram- 
marian Chandra’ who, Kalhana says,’ intro- 
duced the A/ahabhashya into Kashmir in the 
time of King Abhimanyu; and this Abhi- 
manyu is said to have lived about A.D. 40." 
If so, it would be a remarkable confirmation 
of the tradition that makes Sri Sankara a 
contemporary of King Hala of Magadha. 

(6) Bhartrihari, who according to trad)- 
tion, was a son or pupil of Chandra, is placed 
in the first century A.D., fcom-his reference 
to one ‘Vasurata.’ te 

(7) Kalhana speaks of an earlier Vikrama- 
ditya, other than the famous ‘ Sakari’; 
(Rajat., XU, 5, 6) whom he places 208 years 
before the latter. Now, that the identification 
of the Vikramaditya of tradition in whose 
name the Era was founded, with King Siladitya 
Harshavardhana of Kanouj or his father has 
been proved to be erroneous, and that it has 

> Rajatarangini, I, 176. 

>On the authority of Bhashyacharya, * Age of 
Sankaracharya ” (Adyar Library Sertes, No. 3), where 
he says that there is numismatic evidence for 


placing Abhimanyu about A.D. 40. 
>On the same authority as above. 
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been conclusively shown that the real ‘Sakari’ . 
flourished at the end of the fourth century A.D., By 
(in whose time lived also Sankara IV, the : 
XVIII successor of Sri Sankara), there would 
be nothing surprising if there had been rh 
another and earlier Vikramaditya, who flourish- i 
ed in the first century A.D. or thereabouts, ie 
and who became mixed up in popular tradition 
with his later and more famous namesake. 
If so, there is some foundation for the story | 
~embodied in the Patanjali-charitra, and for ! 
the tradition that associates Chandra and 
Bhartrihari with an early Vikrama. | 

(8) The Saiva Saint, Manikka Vachagar, | 
shows unmistakable sigas of the influence of 
Sri Sankara’s Advaita Vedanta.’ There are Si 
two prevailing views about this Saint’s date ; 
the one placing him édefere the authors of 
Tevaram, in the second or third century A.D.; i 
and the other after them, in the eighth or : 

| 


'Tiruvachagam, Sivapuranam, ‘ Jnana-guru,’ 


‘ Arul,’ etc. 
Do. Tiruvandappakuti, refers to the Shan- 


t 
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matas. bois 
Do. Porritiru agaval refers to Mayar-vadam, i j 
2.6, Age of Manikka-vachagar,” by K. G. Sesha | f 
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ninth century. If the former view is correct, 

we have a confirmation of our hypothesis. If 
‘buted to Sri Sankara 
to the Tamil Saints, 
n of some of his 


so, those stotras attri 
which contain allusions 
must be the compositio 


successors. 

All these point to the latter seat of ake first 
century A.D. as the time when Sri Sankara 
and taught; and the. date may be 
isionally at any rate, till we 
it more accurately. 
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| CHAPTER II 
THE PREDECESSORS OF SRI SANKARA 


A Gaudapadacharya. It is customary 
to trace the Adhyatma-vidya of which Sri 
Sankara was the most brilliant exponent, from 
Paramesvara, through Mahavishnu, Brahma, 
and the sages, ‘Vasishtha, Sakti, Parasara, 
Vyasa and Suka, to Gaudapada and Govinda, 
the immediate predecessors of the great 
Acharya. But it will be sufficient to begin 
with Gaudapadacharya, whom we know from 
the words of Sri Sankara himself to be his 
parama-guru, OF teacher’s teacher. He is the 
author of the Kariha on the Mand ahkya-Upa- 
nishat, and commentaries cn the Utlaragita 
and Sankhya-karihi. His life and that of his 
pupil, Govinda, are shrouded in obscurity. 
The traditional account of their lives is pre- 
served in Patanjali Charitra by Ramabhadra 
Dikshita. | give it for what it is worth. 
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Once, Patanjali was teaching the Afuia- 
bhashya to his many pupils from behind a 
screen. Wondering how he was able to teach 
so many of them simultaneously, they peeped 
into the curtain, and saw Adi-sesha himself 
with his 1,000 heads and 2,000 tongues ; but 
they were all burnt up by the poison which 
he emitted in his wrath. at their irreverent 
curiosity. One of the pupils who had left the 
place now returned and begged to be forgiven. 
For his milder offence of going away in the 
midst of a lesson, he was cursed to become a 
Brahina-rakshas, the curse to cease when he 
found an apt pupil for his grammatical love ; 
and Patanjali deparied from this world soon 
after. The surviving pupil, the sole repositary 
of the Mahdbhashve, became a devil, ealing 
up any one who answered “* Pachitam” to 
his question, “ Whai form does ‘pach’ take 
in ‘nishth2’??” Thus he spent a long time 
till, one day, his would-be prey answered 
‘pakvam, and thereby revealed his apiness 
to receive instruction in the Maha-bhashya. 
He was a Brahman from Ujjain of the name 
of Chandra. To him Patanjali’s pupil imparted 
all his knowledge of the ‘Great commentary, 
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which was hastily scrawled by the student on 
the leaves of the banyan tree on which the 
master had ‘been living “all these years. 
Gathering up the precious leaves in his upper 
cloth, Chandra returned to Ujjain. On his 
way, he fell in love with a Sadra girl, and 
married her along with three others belonging 
respectively to the three higher castes. He 
had four sons by his four wives-—Vararuchl, 
Vikrama, Bhatti, and Bhartri Hari. The last 
was the most learned of them; and to him 
Chandra taught Patanjali’s Afahabhashya; and 
Bhartri Hari became a great grammarian. But, 
owing to his conceit, his greatest work (Harika- 
riha?), consisting of 125,000 couplets, is now lost. 

The erring pupil of Patanjali, being now 
freed from the curse, met Suka, son of Sv 
Vyasa, and was ordained into Sanyasa by him. 
He went and lived in the Himalayas, greatly 
honoured by Pravriti, the Sakya King of 
Takshasila, and by Apalinya, Damisa, and 
other Aparantya yosis. He is said to have 
converted Ayarchya, a Buddhist chief of the 
Himalayan region '; and he ordained Chandre, 


> These details, RAtmabodha says, are to be found 
in Gaudapadollasa, probably 4 life of Gaudapada. 
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his former pupil, into Sanyasa under the name 
of Govinda. The latter part of the tradition, 
alluded to in the Giru-raina-mala, indicates a 
movement with Gaudapada at its head to 
combat the prevalent heresies of Buddhism 
and Jainism. Gaudapada probably lived in 
the first century B.C. . 

2. Govinda Bhagavatpada was the gram- 
marian Chandra who, having renounced the 
world, now lives in a hermitage on the banks 
of the Narmada with his son Bhartri Hari, who 
in turn is not only a grammarian, but a great 
Brahma-jnani, and has given up a kingdom. 
To Govinda Bhagavatpada came Sri Sankara 
after he had renounced. the world, for formal 


initiation to Sanyasa. That he was Sri 


Sankara’s guru there is-no doubt, as the latter 
always speaks of him with respect and humility. 
But the identification of Chandra, the gram- 
marian, with Sri Sankara’s. guru rests on mere 
tradition. All that we can gather from the latter 
is that, probably the knowledge of the Afaha- 
bhishva had-been somehow lost after the time 
of its author, and was restored to the world 
by Chandra. He is said to have introduced 


> How did the son ot Chandra come by a kingdom ? 
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“ Jaya Govinda!” “Jaya Govinda!”’ 


There 


wees 


I the work into. Kashmir in the time of King A 
Abhimanyu, by the Rajatarangini (I, 176). al 
He is said to have been a reincarnation of ie 

: Adi-sesha or Patanjali himself, born again to | 

restore the knowledge of the dA/ukabhashya. iy 
Having his self-appointed task accomplished, oe 

he now spent his time on the Narmada in the aa 

: company of his devoted son, Bhartri Hari, 4 
: meditating on God, and merely repeating— 1s 
buj 
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CHAPTER III 


LIFE OF THE GREAT SANKARACHARYA - 


1. India at the time of our Acharya’s 
advent. Meanwhile, the World had drifted 
away from the Vedic path due to the advan- 
cing kai age; and this sacred land was overriin 
by innumerable warring sects. Chief among 
them were—(1) Buddhisin, showing already 
signs of decay; (2) ¥arnism, with a tendency 
to replace Buddhism here and there; (3) the 
Kapalika sect, given up to drink and human 
sacrifice; (4) Tantric sects, following the left- 
hand path, and indulging in objectionable 

_ practices; (5) the Firewvorshippers, by which J 

iS probably meant the custom of branding 

images and symbols on different parts of the 

body, which seems to have been universal in 

the time of Sri Sankara; (6) the worship of ¢he 
Sun and the -Afoon, in non-Vedic forms, intro- 

dyced’ by foreign invaders; and (7) many 
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other objectionable cults and practices adopted 
from the aboriginal populations. 
2. The birth of Sri Sankava. ‘To wean the 
world from such heresies and harmfu] Ways, and 
bring it back to the true Dharma, Siva himself 
was born as the son of Sivaguru and Aryamba, 
in the village of Kalatiin the Kerala country. 
According to the tradition preserved in the. 
Kamakoti matha, Sri Sankara was born in the 
month of Vaisatha of the year Nandana, 2598 
Kati,! corresponding to 508.B.c. of the Christ- 
ian Era. I have already said that the date is 
a not acceptable, as it is too early.in view of the 
position given to Buddhism and other sects 
even in the Vedanta: Sitrus ; and the.date : 
commonly accepted nowadays (A.D. 788), is Ls 
too late, as a number of Sri Sankara’s suc- 
cessors are known to have lived before that: so 
that, the end of the first century a.p. is 
probably the correct period. 

| 3. Sanyasa’ and Benares. Sri Sankara’s 

! 


t 


father having died soon after his Upanrvana, 
he took his mother’s permission to renounce 
the world, and went to Govinda Bhagavatpada 


’ 1 The constellation was Punarvasu, and the legna 


Dhanus. 
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for formal initiation into Sanyasa. Having 
studied the Vedanta under his Guru, he went 
to Benares, the» centre in all ages of Hindu 
culture and learning, where he soon dis- 
tinguished himself as a great teacher and 
expounder of the Vedanta philosophy. Here, 
he should have completed his major works— 
the Vedanta- -Stitra-Bnashya, the Gila- re 
and the Upanishat- -Biashyas. 

4, Meeting with Kumarila Bhatta. Next, 
Sri Sankara set out on a Digvijaya, or tour 
round India, to fight out heresies and re- 
establish the Aryan faith. From Benares, he 
would have proceeded to Magadha in the East; 
which was then ruled by the Andhra King 
Hala. But news was brought of the approach- 
ing end of Kumarila Bhatta. The latter was 
believed to have been an incarnation of 
Skanda; and had preceded Sri Sankara to re- 
establish the authoritv of the Piru Afimamsa, 
as the latter was born to vindicate that of the 
Uliara Afimamsa, against the onslaughts of 
the Buddhists. Hindu Dharma is twofold in 
its nature, consisting of the Prawriffj- 
marga, or the way of the world, to be followed 
by the eer majority of men, each according 
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to his bent (adhikara); and Nivritli-marga, or 
the way of renunciation, to be followed by the 
few who are fit to seek final emancipation. 
Kumarila. was an advocate of the former, and 
Sri Sankara of the latter. The former defend- 


‘ed the sanctity of orthodox ritual and practice 


against -the unbelieving Buddhists; and the 
latter tried to show how Hindu philosophy can 


satisfy all intellectual needs and was consistent . 
with the highest reason. Kumiérila had, dis- . 


guised : himself as a Buddhist to learn the 
doctrine of the heretics, and had afterwards 


sought’ to ruin them ‘with the help of his 
knowledge. He was technically guilty of the 


offence of betraying his preceptors; and he 
wanted to expiate his sin by burning himself 
in a slow fire of grain-husk. But he had heard 
of his more illustrious contemporary, and 
wanted to meét him before he died with the 
satisfaction that his task would be continued 
by a more worthy agent. 

5, Conversion of Mandana Misra. Sri 
Sankara accordingly turned west, and reached 
Prayag in time to see the great champion of 
the Aarma sjfarga alive. He vainly tried to 
dissuade him from self-destruction, and the 
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latter directed Sri Sankara to meet his famous 
pupil and advocate of Mimamsa ‘doctrine, 
Mandana Misra. Sri Sankara met Mandana 
in Padmavana, defeated him in argument, and 
initiated him into Sanyasa which he had hither- 
to despised. In ‘him, the great. Vedantic 
teacher obtained a very able advocate for his 
Views, aS was soon shown, when kis former 
opponent turned his scholarship and learning 
in defence of the new doctrine, and wrote his 
famous Naishkarmya-siddhi, according to which 
salvation is to be obtained by knowledge alone, 
and not by action. aaah oh 2 

6. Digvijaya. Sri Sankara next proceeded 
to Badarikasrama’ in the Himalayas, and there 
met his grand-teacher, Gaudapadacharya. He 
next proceeded to Kailasa, and brought 
from there five tingas which he afterwards 


* Badari must have been connected with Vedantic 


‘teaching from the earliest times, especially in the 


days of its obscurity preceding its revival by Sri 
Sankara. It is associated with the name of the 
author of the Vedanta Sttras (Badarayana), Gauda- 
pida meets Suka, the custodian of Sri Vydsa’s 
teachings, here; and he lives in its neighbourhood: 
Sti Sankara comes to meet him here, and probably - 
wrote the Stlra-bhashya here. He afterwards 
founded a temple, and established a matha in this 


place, 
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established. jn the mathas founded by him. 
Thence, accompanied by his pupils, he set out 
on his Digvijaya, or conquest of the quarters, 


with a view. to combat heresies and propagate. 


the true doctrine. cs 
7. Life at. Kanchi, In the course of his 


progress, Sri Sankara reached the banks of the 
Tunga- bhadra (modern Sringeri), where he 


built a. temple. to Sarasvati, and lived for’ 


twelve . “years — teaching | the Vedanta. He 


“next. “visited Kanya- kumari, Sandhi (Tiruchen- 


dore), Ramesvaram, elc., and reached Kanchi, 


the “centre af South ‘Indian culture and: 


civilisation. Through. the Chola King, Rajasena, 
he had many ruined temples and houses 
repaired, the temples of  Varada-Raja and 
Ekamra-natha extended, and the town rebuilt 
on a new plan with the temple of Kamakshi 
in the centre. Devi had been living in a cave 
as an evil spirit ‘causing trouble to the 
inhabitants, and Sri, Sankara brought her out, 
changed her into her milder and more gracious 
form, and established her as Kamakshi, the 
guardian deity of the plac 

8. Occupation of Sarv shia pitha. Accord- 


ing to the tradition preserved in the Kanchi 
3 


Pore Sarees 
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matha, it was here that Sri Sankara ascended 
the Sarvajna-pitha' (dit. “the seat of omnis- 
cience ”). It was the fitting termination of. 
his Digvijaya. ‘He had vanquished ‘all 
opponents, and was about to occupy the seat, _ 
when. he was prevented by the presiding © 
deity. (Sarasvati), on account of his ignorance 
in one important branch of human knowledge, 
viz., the science of Love or Erotics, for he had 
taken orders as abachelor.. Consequently, the 
great Acharya had to learn the theory and 
practice of that art. by entering the body of 
another, which he did by his yogic powers. 

9... The founding of Mathas. * Having 
‘viridicated his claim to the Sarvajna-pitha 
thereby, he established a matha with religious . 
“jurisdiction over the whole of India. It is 
known as the Sarada matha, and the seat as 


’The Sarvajna-pitha was a Kashmir institution 

; | of a later date, of which country Sarada is the 4 ( 
: guardian deity. It attracted Indian scholars of 
ou -  yepute from far and near for several centuries. 
nee There is no evidence that Sri Sankara ever visited 
cae Kashmir, or that the institution was in existence . 
in his time. The account given in Madhava’s 
Sankara-vijaya is a confusion between Sri Sankara 
and his successor of the same name who lived.in | 
the ninth century A.D. ae 


ms): Ge 
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the Kama-koti-pttha ; and Sri Sankara was its ' 
first occupant. He founded also other mathas 


in Badari in the norih, Dva@resa in the west, 
Sringeri in the south, and Puri (Jagannath) 
in the east; with Totaka, Padma-pada, Prithivi- 
dhava, and Hastamaiaka, as their respective 
heads. The jurisdiction of these mathas, their 
traditions, and observances are given in a 
book, the Afathamniya, said to have been 
written by Sri Sankara’ himself. Having thus : 
accomplished his mission, Sri Sankara is said. | 
to have departed from ‘this world at Kanchi, 
in his 32nd year, in 2625 Kali, corresponding © 
to 476 B.C.” 

40. What we know of Sri Sankara. If 
| the above outline of the great Acharya’s life 
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Pres 


1The name Kama-kot:, which.is sll borne by the 
KanchiSankaracharya Ma atha, nowin Kumbhakonam, 
is derived by some fre: 0 the fact that Sri Sankara 
Jearnt here the Kama-kcta. This is rather fanciful. 
‘Koftam’ or ‘Gostham’ is largely used in inscriptions 
as the name of the minor subdivisions of a country 
or town. ‘Nama-keit?: is a enon of Kama- 
kotlam or ‘Kama- eS ey shich in turn is an 
abbreviation of ‘ Kamahksh: fe. * the name of that 
part of the town of chs where the matha was 
, situated. 
| *It was on. the llth day of the Sud/la-paksha, i 


the month of Vrishabha, of the year Aektakshi, 
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is brief, it is due to the fact that what we know 
about: ‘him for certain is very little. Theré‘is 
a consensus of opinion that his life on earth 
was brief, if not exactly 32 years that tradition 
assigns to him. In such a short life, beside 
writing the large number of books attributed - 
to him, he is said to have travelled widely: to 
all corners of India, arguing, converting, 
building temples, and purifying ritual, organis- 
ing mathas to perpetuate his teaching and . | 
supervise Hindu Dharma, Evidently here we 
have an overlapping of tradition, by which the , 
life-work of more than one Acharya i is attri- 
buted to the greatest of them... ; 
Sri Sankara, as a Sanyasi, was probably a 
peripatetic teacher, going about from place to 
place with.a number of disciples and occasion- 
ally stopping for short periods at a place, on ac-. 
count of its importance or because of the rainy 


season (Chatur-masya). The lectures which _ o 
he delivered to his pupils embodying his . : 
teachings and interpretations, based on ancient. C 


\ 4 & 2059 sruft and smritt, like the Gzta and the =. 
: | Upanishats, would have been committed to 
writing by his immediate followers, and 
handed down to their successors. In course 
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of time, his followers bec:me separated into 
several settlements; and. prompted by selt- 
defence, or in irnitation of the.monastic institu- 
tions so. common in Buddhis! India, would. have 
founded -mathas in different parts of the 
country; and local chiefs would have recognised 
them by making gifts of land, vehicles and 
other paraphernalia. : 

“44. Confusion about the first heads. of the 
Mathas. Otherwise we cannot explain the 
confusion, that prevails about the early succes- 
sion to these mathas.. The three mathas in 


Sringeri, Dvaraka and Kanchi,,claim Suresvara- ‘! 


charya and Sarvajnatman. the immediate 


successors of Sri Sankara, as their first heads- . 


We are told that Sarvajnatman was only a boy | 
when he was initiated by the great Guru . 
himself and appointed as |his successor in_ 


Kanchi, and that Suresvaracharya was nomi- 
pated his. guardian. Tor, the latter was 
himself unfit to occupy the pitha as he was 
not a Paramahamsa, the reason being that he 
had renounced the world. as the result. of 
a wager, and not by voluntary  resigna- 
tion. Whatever that may mean, Sringeri 
claims him as its first head for 8U0 years! 
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: afier which, he was Pete by one Nig 


badhacahena. who is identified -with Sarva- 


. jnatman: In Dvaraka, Brahmasvaripa, the first 
_ occupant, identified with -Suresvaracharya,’ 
: was succeeded by Chitsukha; ‘and the latter. 


Stal Seas aka nee Are 


. by Sarvajnatman, who is again identified with 


'the author of Sankshepa-sériraka. The dates: 
_assigned for these in the chronologies of the 
different mathas do not agree. We are told 


that Kripasankara, the IX head of the Kanchi 


_matha, set up one ‘Subhata’ Visvariipa in 
‘Sringeri, by the order of Kaivalya Yosi, his 


‘predecessor. Curiously enough, the © date 
hassigned for the ordination of Suresvaracharya 


‘in the Sringeri calendar (28 B:c.), falls within 


the period assigned for Kaivalya Yogi in 
the Kanchi chronology (55 RB.c.—28 A.pD.); 
and from the Sanharawijayas, we learn that 
‘Visvaripa’ was one of the names of Sures- 


’ varacharya. 


We are told further that Sarvajnatman was 


the teacher of Brahmasvaripa who had suc- - 


ceeded Padma-pada, the pet pupil of Sri 
Sankara, as head of the Dvataka matha. If 
so, the identification of Brahma-svaripa with 
Suresvarach4rya is wrong. 
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Again, according to the extant Sanhara-- 
7 aijayas as - well as the Puri chronology, Padma- 
pada was the first head of the Puri matha. 
According to tne Mathamnaya, however, 
Hastamalaka, and not Padma-pada, was its ~ in 
first head: while the latter was the first in | ae 
Dvaraka.. These discrepancies are due to the ine 
fact that the mathas were probably not found- 


E oe ed in the life-time of the great Acharya, 
himself, but in the course of subsequent, 
generations. 
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42. The Disciples of Sri Sankara. . Sri 
Sankara is said to have had four disciples with i. - 
him in all his tours. These were—(1) the 


famous Suresvaracharya, (2) Padmapada, (3) A { 
Hastamalaka, and (4) Totaka. We know the ja 
names of some others also—(5 } Udanka, (6) wo ' 
Chitsukha, (7) Prithividhava, and (8) Visva- <3 
rupa. These are said to have been different Ie ( 
i gods who had incarnated on earth along with a { 
: Siva to restore Arya Dharma. I give below es 
La what we know abou! some of them. | a 
sh 43. Suresvavacharya is the celebrated — 2 = 
aS Mandana Misra, a great Mimamsa teacher, ie 
and pupil of Kuméarila Bhatta. He is said to H 


have been an incarnation of Brahma ; and his 
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wife was 4 very toarned Jac 


the result of a dispute with Sri Sankara, and 
followed the latter as his disciple. “He is the 
author of a number of Vedanta and Mimamsa 


works—(1) Naishkavmya-siddhi, (2) Tatttiriya-- 


Upanishud Bhashya-vértika, (3) Brihadaranyaka 


Upanishad-Bhashya-vartika, (4) Manasollasa, 


(5) Panchikarana-vartika, (6) Brahma-siddhi, 
(1) Vidhiviveka, and (8) Vibhrama-vilasa. 
‘ Prithividhava,’ ‘Brahma Svariipa,’ and ‘ Visva- 
rapa,’ are probably only other names for him, 
though sometimes. they are regarded as 
different persons. I have already said how 
he is claimed as the first head of several 
mathas. Undoubtedly, he is the most illustri- 
ous of Sri Sankara’s pupils, and deservedly 
held in great esteem by his followers. This. 
pre-eminence -seems to have- exciled the 
jealousy of others, which led to a sort of split 
among the great Gurus’ followers soon after his 

demise, if not quite during his life-time. 
That is probably the meaning of the cir- 


cumstantial account of the squabble over the 


s,'Soanuch so that 
she was looked upon as Sarasvali herself, He 
was by caste a ‘Kanoujiya Gauda Brahmana. 
He renouticed the world and his doctrines as 
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writing of a Vartika on the Brahmasiilra- 
Bhashya, which Madhava gives in his Sanhara- 
vijaya, According -to, this authority, Sx 
Sankara wanted Suresvaracharya to write a 
Vartika on the Sutra-Bhashya, but Chitsukha 
and. other friends of Padmapada prevented 
this. .by representing. that Suresvaracharya 


might not have been sincere in his conver- 
sion;.and that if he was entrusted with the » 


work of writing a Partika on the Guru’s 
magnum opus, he might try to injure it by 
advocating his own doctrine (Karma-marga.) 
Upon this, Sri Sankara proposed a test work 
for the pupil; and the latter acquitted himself 


to the satisfaction of his master by writing the 


Naishkavmya-siddlit, according to which 
Moksha is to be obtained by Fuana alone 
without the aid of durma.’ But still, the 
opposite party would not yield: and Sri 
Sankara, in the bitterness of his heart, 
vowed that his Sira-Bhashya should re- 
main without a Vartika, vather than that 
it should be written by anyone else but 
Suresvaracharya. So, when Padmapada 
wrote a_ large commentary on the Satra- 


Bhashya during his tour in the south, on which 
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he had gone alone owing to the rupture with 


the Guru, the work was burnt along with his 
own house by his unele, a Prabhéxara Mimam- 
saka, to whom the nephew had entrusted the 
manuscript for a time. After that, the re- 
pentent pupil returned to the master; to whom 
he narrated the doleful tale, and ‘by whose 


grace he was able to re-write a part -of the lost 


work which has come down to us a8 Pancha- 
padika (a commentary on the Sitra-Bhashya 


‘for the first 5 padas, but really covering only 
the first 4 si#éras). Suresvaracharya-had to_ 
content himself with’ writing Vartikas on the 


_ Upanishad-Bhashyas, of which only two have 


come down to us, zs., those on the 7arttiriya 
and Brihadaranyaka’ Upanishad-Bhashyas. 
It is said that he was born again as 
Vachaspali Misra and’ fulfilled the defeated 


purpose of his former life by writing the 


Bhamatt, 

Suresvaracharya lived ior seventy years in 
Kanchi, and died in a neighbouring village 
called Punya-rasi, which has since been 
named after him, as Mandeana-Misra agra- 
hara; and where, it is said there is a memorial 
garden surrounding his Samadi. He died in 


& 
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Bhava, in the month of Fyestha, on the 
twelfth o: Sukla-paksha. 


1%, Padma-pada. His real name was' 


Sanandana; and he was a native of Southern 
India—Chidambaram, according to Chidvilasa, 
the author of one of the Sankaravijayas. He 
had joined the master in Benares, and was 
one of the earliest of his disciples. He soon 
became a favourite of the Guru; and this 
was not liked by the other pupils. Through 
his faith in the Guru, he was able io walk 
right across the waters of the Ganges, from 
which lotuses sprang up to support his 
feet. Hence his name—‘ Padma-pada’ (the 
‘Lotus-footed’). As we have seen, he is 
the author of the Pancha-padika, only a 
fragment of which has come down to us. 
He is claimed as the first head of the Govar- 
dhana matha in Puri. 

45. Hastamalaka is said to have been a 
congenital deaf-mute. When brought before the 
Guru, the latter asked “ Who art thou, child?” 
etc. The child answered in high Advaita 
style, “] am not man, god, or demigod,—I 
am the ever-lasting self, the sole director of 
the senses and the mind,” etc. The answer 


' 
\ 
i 
i 


ee ee cette Ree See wmesee 


44 SANKARACHARYA AND HIS SUCCESSORS 


forms a set of 13 beautiful verses called 
Hastamalakastotra, to which Sri Sankara 
himself is said to have written a commen- 
jtary. He was the first head of the Dvaraka 
: matha. _ : . 

: 16. Totaka was so called because, when he 
‘went to the Guru first, he praised him in the 
iTotaka metre. He was also called Anandagiri, 
‘(not to be confounded with the commentator 
'on Sri Sankara’s Bhashyas). He was the 
' first head of the Jyotir-matha in Badari. 
Among the other pupils, Chitsukha is said to 
have been born almost in the same village 


as Sri Sankara, a companion of the Guru in 
all his tours, and an eye-witness of all his 


achievements. He was the author of a 
Brihachchankara-Vijaya which, if extant, 
would be of immense value. . 

17. The works of Sri Sankara. A large 
number of works said to have been written 
by the great Acharya have come down to 
us. Of these, the most important are the 
Bhashyvas on the Prasthana-traya, viz: I. The 
Bhishya onthe Pedanta-sitras of Badarayana; 
Il. the Bhashya on the Bhagavid-Gila; and 
Il. the Bhashyas on the ten Upanishats— 
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1. /sa, 2. Kena, 8. Katha, 4. Prasna, 5. 
Mundaka, 6. Mandikya, 7. Aitareya, 9. 
Tattiriya, 9. Chhandogya, and 10. Briha- 
darauvake, The fact that there is a gloss on 
these works by Anandajnana, (wrongly 
called Ananda-gir), pupil of Suddhananda, 
is very important in determining their 
authenticity, on account of his proximity 
to the great Guru.’ An attempt to collect 
all. the works going under the name of Sri 
Sankara has been made in the Memorial 
Edition of his. works published by the Sri Vani 
Vilas Press, Srirangam. The collection is by no 
means exhaustive, ‘for we have quite a number 
still going under Sri Sankara’s name, not 
included in it, Nor. is it easy to say which 
among the minor works are genuine, and 
which spurious. It is certain that some of 
them at least are not genuine. There have, 
been a number of the great Acharya’s succes- 
sors, distinguished for their piety, learning, 
and literary gifts; and their Sfofras and 
Prakarauas have passed in course of time under . 
the name of Sri Sankara. Thus— 


‘He was the fifth in succession from Sarva)- 
natman. 


wee 
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(1) Svalma-Niripaua is the game as 
Bodharya, a work of Sadasiva Brahmendra. It 
is said thal ii was written by Sarvajna Sadasiva 
to instruct Pravira Setupati, Raja of Ramnad; 

but Atma-bodha says, it was really written by 
4 Sadasiva Brahmendra in the name of his 
| Parama-Guru. . 
! (2) Devyaparadha-kshamapana-stotra (5), 
says that the author was over 85 years. Can 
this be Sri Sankara? It seems that it was not 
included in the Srirangam collection because 
of this. -If so, can ; . 
(3) Anandalahari belong to him? Look 
at the similarity of expression and ideas, and 
you must conclude that both belong to the 
a same writer. 
'e (4) Saundarya-lahart (75), contains an 
i 4 allusion to Tiru Jnana Sambandha, the Saiva 
| . saint; and from this, an attempt has been 
ae made to fix Sri Sankara’s date in the eighth 
| | , century A.D. Jnana Sambandha’s date is 


known beyond doubt on Epigraphical data ; 
and it would be idle to explain the pass- 
age as referring to Sri Sankara himself, and 


| not to the saint. But too long a tradition 
| has attributed the poem to our Acharya— 
| 
| 
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it is said that there are 35 commentaries 
on it.’ 

(5) Stva-bhujangam (13) distinctly refers 
to the Saiva saints Sundara, Siru-tonda, and: 
Chandikesa; and 

(6) Stvananda-lahari (83) to Kannappa 
Nayanar. All these s/olras reveal an intimate 
acquaintance with South Indian Saivism, and 
a knowledge of South Indian temples ;* which 
cannot be explained except on the supposition 
that Sri Sankara lived in Southern India for 
a considerable time ; but we have no evidence 
that he did so. And, not merely knowledge 
of Saivism—the writer of these s/o¢ras seems 
to be thoroughly Saivite in sentiment as 
well. 

“Ts this appropriate, Oh Great Siva! Ocean 
of Mercy! that, when Brahma and Vishnu 


‘Verse 31 says that Siva, though he had already 
revealed tu (he world the 64 faniras, “ was compell- 
ed by Thee to take down with him (lit. to ‘incarnate’)} 
this fantraalso”’. Does this not refer to the tradi- 
tion that Sri Sankara was an incarnation of Siva, 
and that he brought down with him the Saundarya- 
lahari, (at least the first 40 verses of it) ? If so, can 
it be from the pen of the Acharya himself ? 

"Cf. Steénanda-lahart: (50, 51); Subrahmanya- 
bhujangem (7); and Dasa-slokt (7). 
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have, assuming animal forms, been wandering ; 
in vain through earth and heaven, to see thy on 
head and feet, thou hast, Oh Lord Sambhu! 7 
appeared before me?” (Sivananda-lahari, 99.) 


This is more after the manner of the sectarian 
saints than of the catholic Acharya that 

Rey Sri Sankara was. - 

i (7) Newstmha-pitrva-lapanyu panitshaé- : 
-_ Bhashya. Doubt is expressed by the © ee: 
ar: ‘Anandasrama editor of the book as to its 
authorship, owing to its not being included 


ic : ; . in Sri Sankara’s Bhashyas by the writer of iw 
| = the d/adhaviya Sankara-vijaya. Probably a 
| that is also the reason for its being not we) 

| included in the Memorial Edition. If so, is 


there is no justification for the inclu- 


sion of es 
(8) Prapancha-sara Tantra; for, the 
writer of the Jast work refers to this as ina 


having been written by him. This, like 
Saundarya-lahari, has had a long line of : 
commentators who have not questioned its 


: authenticity. It is said also that Padma-pada 

wrole a commentary on it, (quoted often by 
Raghava Bhatta in his commentary on Sa@rada 
Tilaka). 
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On the other hand, among the minor works, 
we cannot doubt the authenticity of the follow- 
ing: (1) Viveka-Chiidamain, ‘and (2) Sarva- 
Vedanta-stddhanta-sara-saigraha, by. reason 
of the reference to Govinda Bhagavat-pada in 
the introductory verses. (3) Upadesa-sahasr', 
on account of the copious quotations from it in 
the Naishkarmya-siddh. (4) Dakshinamirti- 
stotra and (5) Panchisaraua, have com- 


- mentaries on them by Suresvaracharya. 
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. CHAPTER IV 
THE SUCCESSORS OF SRI SANKARA 
IN. KANCHI 


"4. Saryvajnatman.’. When Sri Sankara 


was about to ascend the ‘seat of omniscience’ | 


in Kanchi, he was challenged by a number 
of scholars who had come from the Tamra- 
parni river-side; and when he had satisfied 


them, he was again challenged by a boy of 


seven years, the son of one of them named 
Vardhana. The boy held his own for three 
days. On the fourth day, he accepted DE 
Sankara’s arguments and was admitted into 
.Sanyasa. Finding him to be fit to succeed 
him, the great Acharya appointed him as the 
first head of the Saradamatha, with Sures- 
varacharya as his guardian. He succeeded 
Sri Sankara in his seventh year: but his 
™The commentator of Guru-ratna-mala calculates 


the Acharyas from Sri Sankara, and includes 
Suresvaracharya. 7 number them from Sarvaj- 


natman. 
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us guardian lived for 70 years more, and he 
i. survived the latier by 42 years. So, he lived for 

119 years, of Which he was nominal head 
, of the Kanchi matha for 112 years. He was 
~~ a Dravida (Tamil) Brahman of the Pandya 
country, and his former name was Mahadeva. 
He is the author of (1) Sanéshepa-sariraka, 
and (2) Sarvajna-vilasa. He is said to have put 
vy -down the Jains to a considerable extent; and 
; he spent’ sometime in Dyaraks as the teacher 


rT 205 Brahma-svaropa, who had Succeeded 

- Padma-pada as its head. He died in the year 
Nata, 2737 ati, in the month of Vaisakha, on 
the 14th day of AKrishna-paksha, at Kanchi. 

ie 2. Satya-bodha’? was a Dravida (Tamil) 

, Brahman of the name of Phalinisa, the son of 


"We learn from the last verse of this work that 
he was a pupil of Suresvaracharya, and that he 
wrote it in the time of Some powerful King, who js 
called an ‘ Aditya of the family of Manu? (Chola ?), 
whom it is Practically impossible to identify, 


ai] CeIRI gS aaa: 
wagcaasd yar: GSI | 

wh aaAgeT ahs was sh 
ARAMA apa 34 qrapy I 


°* Indra-sarasuati'’ is the litle borne by al] the 
Kanchi Jagadgurus. 
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one Tandavasarman, a native of the Chera 
country, (‘on the bank of the Amaravali’). 
Like his predecessor, he was a great fighter 
of the Sankhyas, Buddhists, Jains, and other 
heretical sects. He is said to have written 
Varlikas on three Bhashyas ;' and he was the 
author of Padaka-sata. He occupied the 
Kamakoti pitha for 96 years, and died in 
Nandana, in the month of Vaisakha, on the 
8th day of Krishua-paksha, at Kanchi. 

3. Jnanananda was a native of Mangala in 
the Chola couniry, of the name of Jnanoitama, 
the son of. Nagesa. He was also a Dravida 
(Tamil) Brahman. He was a great logician, 
and the author of Chandrtka@,’ a commentary 
on Suresvaracharya’s Naishharmya-siddhi. 
He ruled for 62 years, and died in Avanmatha, 

'We have not got any of them. 

2He refers to his two immediate predecessors 
in the following. verses: 

geqomiararfeaistatht soarafahgege- 

aye afer faa shri aay er | 
AeA PIIMHG a TATA Aci 

RO RIDURG-CH iC eUCI Cer eaLiinal] 
RUSLANA Aaa TIT: | 
gate sata learn: | 
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in the month of J/argasirs/ha, on the 7th day 
of Susla-paksha, at Kanchi. 

&. Suddhananda' wasa native of Vedaranya 
in the Tamil country, the son of Bharvu- 
Pandita, a physician. His former name was i: 
Visvanatha. He too was a great, fighter of 
the heretics. He ruled for 8! years, and died 


‘oe 
LO in Mala, in the month of Fyestha, on the 6th 
id day of Sukla-paksha, at Kanchi. 

Ae 5. Ananda-Jnana* was a native of the 


Chera country, the son of Strya-narayana- ae, 
makhi. His former name was Chinnayya. He 
worshipped Gauri, and obtained literary gifts. 
He is the commentator of Sri Sankara’s Bhash- 
yas, and of Suresvaracharya’s Vartikas. He 
re . ruled for 69 years, and died in Krodhana, in the bi 
month of Vaisakha, on the 9th day of Krisiua- [ 
paksha, at Srisaila, on his way back from a tour. 


Brahmans. 

?> He is called ‘Ananda-giri’ in all the printed 
editions—we do nol know why. But in all the 
colophons, he is called ‘Suddhananda, pupil of 
Anandajnana’. We may take as proved, from 
internal evidence alone. the correctness of the 
spiritual or philesophical succession from Gauda- 
padacharya to Ansnda-jnana, though the link ee 

i) 
1 


i 
« Yee ae aed : 1: 
‘Thus, Acharyas I—IV were Drivida or Tamil 
i 
! 


between Jnandnanda (or Jnanottama) and Suédha- 
nanda is weak. 
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6. Kaivalyananda or Kaivalya-Yogi, also 
called Sachchidinanda, was a native of Tirup- 
padi, the son of ‘Trailinga’ Sivayya. His 
former name was Manganna. He ruled for 83 
-years, and died in Sarvadhari, on the first day 
of the month of Avakara, at Punya-rasa. 

7. Kripa Sankara was the son “of Atma- 
nasomayaji, of the family of Garga, an 

‘Andhra Brahman. His former name was 
: Gangesopadhyaya or Gangayya:' --He was the 


propagator of the six faiths (Shaumatas), viz., - - 


;the worship of Siva, Skanda, Hati, Ganesa, 
{Sakti, and Surya, otherwise than in the 
Tantric manner. He purified religion of 
Tantric rites, and re-established Vedic forms, 
He defeated the dualists, and strengthened 
monism. Religion gained in strength under 
him. By order of his predecessor, Kaivalya 
Yogi, he appointed Subhata Visvaripa to the 
Sringeri Pitha.* He ruled for 4] years, and 
died in Vibhava, in the month of Kartitha, on 

'Thus, Acharyas V--VII were Andhra or Telucu 
Brahmans. 


*T have already pointed out how the date 
for Suresvaracharya in the Sringeri Calendar falls 
within the period of Katvalya Yosi: Bul neither 
calendar can be relied on as to dates at this period. 


Siven 
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; the 3rd day of Krishua-paksha, near the i 
Ds Vindhya mountains. He was the second | 2 
Acharya of the name of Sankara. o | 
The successors’ of Sri Sankara not only El ‘4 
| engaged: themselves in fighting the heretical 1. ° ble | 
sects, but also in purifying orthodox religion fii | 
a ; of Tantric and other objectionable practices. FL | 
Kripa Sankara was the propagator of the Six file | 
faiths other than Tantric’; ie., besides the H - 
Advaita'‘which it was his business to teach and lili i | 
‘ hand down, he. advocated these forms of Wie? 
worship, provided they were not tainted with ite | 
Tantric ritual. Sri Sankara had put Religion Ee . | 
and Philosophy on a very high pedestal, and io: 
had proclaimed Salvation by $naa—Dis- a ce 
crimination, or the removal of primitive a | | 
« Ignorance,.alone. But this is often found tc ph 
be beyond the reach of common men, and not \ I: | | 
to suit certain temperaments. We find, there. : bs | 
. fore, that, while he had succeeded in turning f is: 
i back the minds of thinking men from the if 
= Sankhya, Bauddha-and Jaina philosophies, f iF | 
, the new movement did not appeal equally tc i 
i the masses. Vedic ritual could not become I: | 
e popular; and we find, consequently, that, \; ; 
q even after the time of Sri Sankara, the masses : te i 
| iL ! 
I 
S ie 
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are divided in allegiance between Buddhist 
and Jaina faiths, on the one hand, and the 
worship of Durga, Kal, Bhairava, Mallari, 
etc., in impure, inhuman, and objectionable 
ways, on the other. If Sri Sankara did not 
actually accomplish all the things traditionally 
ascribed to him, then Kripa Sankara, and not 
his illustrious predecessor, was the real Shan- 
nuata-sthapanacharya. a 
The Saiva and Vaishnava Samayacharyas 
were far more successful in driving out the 
heretical. cults, and they at first voice the 
protest of the average emotional man te whom 
Religion appeals, against too intellectual a 


- solution of the problems of life; though, later 


on, harmony was sought to be found between 
Advaita-Vedanta and Saivism at least. It is a 
remarkable fact that South Indian Religion, 
while largely based on the Agamas, do not 
repudiate the Vedas to the same extent as the 


Sakta Lantras. And South Indian Saivism is _ 


remarkably free from corrupt, inhuman or 
objectionable practices. To what is it, then, 


that it owes these characteristics ? If the wor- 
ship of Kali, Durga, and Bhairava, was common 
throughout the country in early times, and if 


oka 
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it has survived in other parts of the country 
=) down to our own day, the freedom of Southern 
~) India from Tantric ceremony, and the purity 
-, and loftiness of South Indian Religion, are due 
_ to the work of Sri Sankara and his successors. 
~ The tradition in connection with the building 
? of Kamakshi temple in Kanchi, and the one in 
» connection with the goddess in Tiruvanaik- 
‘kaval, point to Sri Sankara himself as having 
inaugurated’ that movement of reform and 
_ purification which ‘his successors carried on a 
“more extended scale. And, when the Saiva 
‘and Vaishnava revivalists appeared on the 
» field, they found their work easy with no 
~. Tantric practices to contend with. They 
~ found everywhere the sweet and gentle 
“aspects of a loving and graceful Isvari, and 
no terrible Durga or Chamundi demanding 
» sacrifices in blood; the ever-auspicious Siva 
— everywhere in his joyous mystic dance, 
- identified with Avanda, the innermost essence 
of all animate nature; and no Bhairava or 
Mallari, delighting in midnight worship on 


‘IT have heard in many places I have visited, vs 
in the temple of Anna-purna in Benares and in 
Tiruvottivar, that the Yantra of the goddess was 


fixed by Sri Sankaracharya. 
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forbidden ‘grounds, demanding oblalions of O 
liquor or offerings of human flesh. ee 
8. Suresvara was a native of Mahabalish- —— ce) 
war in the Konkan, ' the son of Isvarapandita, A 
of the former name of Mahesvara. He wasa 
’ Maharashtra Brahman. He ruled for fifty-eight 
years, and died in Adshaya, on the full-moon bea} 
day of Ashadha, at Kanchi. 1: a 
9, Chidghana, also called Sivananda, was - C3 
| the son of Ujvala-Bhatta, a Karnataka Brah- ne 
| man, of the former name of Isvara-vatu. He = 
| favoured Sivaduaita. He ruled for forty-five SS 
: years, and died in Virodhitrit, in the month ? c 
| of Fyestha, on the tenth day of Sukla-paksha, . | mm ie 
| near Vriddhachala. — ar = 
| 40, Chandra-sekhara I was a native of the ot eg a 
I Palar side, the son of Vatsa-bhatta, of the - 
Vatsyayana golra, of the former name of 
Hari. He was a Dravida Brahman. He i 
handed over the charge of the matha fo one , 
of his pupils, and engaged himself for a time C 


in the practice of the yoga called Sarva-bhanma, 
in solitude. He ruled for sixty-three years, 


2 : °We find often that the successor belongs to the 
a district oc country where the previous guru huap- 
pens to dic. 
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) . and bodily disappeared’ into a cave in Sesha- 
chala, in Ananda, in the month of Ashadha, 
on the ninth day of Sukla-paksha. 
“ 41. Sachchitghana was the son of Sri- 
_ dhara-pandita of the Garuda (Gadilam) river 
x . Side, of the former name of Sesharya, a 
. Dravida by nationality. Alter ruling for 37 
years, he left the matha to his successor, and 
spent his time in wandering about the envi- 
rons of Kanchi as a naked mavni.(without any 
2 - speech), surrounded by street urchins, pelted 
with stones, and laughed at wherever he 
went. After thirty-two years of such a life, 
he disappeared inside a temple, and is believed 
to have turned into a dzuga, (identified with 
that of K@yaroha in Kanchi), in Khara, in the 
month of Margasirsha, on the first day of 
Subla-paksha. 

12. Vidya-ghana I was the son of 
_Bapanna-Somayaji, of the former name of 
Nayana, an Andhra: by nationality. Ugra- 
bhairava was‘ doing havoc in the villages 
adjoining the Malaya mountains, and the furu 

‘was approached to appease the god. Vidya- 
ghana put the fierce manifesiation under check, 
through his proficiency in Afantra-sastr2, and 


aera mmmninaiinamnnomtiat Wp) of RD Db Dn Wade eile ee iat Br sia aw Bicmae, Dae bas Be ime) ate Ot boats, 
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restored the peace of the people. He ruled for: ‘ 

forty-five years,’ and died in Dhalu, 239 s.x., “ 

in the month of Afargasirsha, on the new-moon ec 

be 2 day, near the Agastya hill in the Malava 
1 f : 

Mountains. ; 

-_ 13. Gangadhara I, surnamed Gishputi, on 

( account of his vast learning, was the son’ my 

: of ‘Kanchi’ Bhadragiri. He was an Andhra ie 

Brahman of the name of Subhadra. He had Pas 

gone to the Malaya mountains in seatch of his 

guru, and was met by the sage Agastya, (who ee 

is popularly believed to be still residing in that fos 

region} in the form of an old Brahman, who. wie 

taught him the Pancha-dasakshara-mantra. fo 

He had been ordained in his twelfth year ;’ 3 

"Here we have the transilion from unusually Cs 


Jong periods, to more reasonable ones, assigned for 
the gurus. Hereafter, the figures are not only 
shorter, but more varied, yielding an average more an 
human and probable than for the first 11 Acharyas. 

We have the year of the demise given for the first | 
time in Saka, instead of the Kali Era, and can | 
hereafter be often verified trom external sources. 


*This is an early instance of the ordination of 
youns beys, which, we know, has been a common 
practice in the Kanchi matha. In this matha, the 
gurus generally come to the seat between the ayes 
of 10 and 12; for, even the poorer class of Brahmans 
marry early in these parts. Recently, owing to the 
introduction of English education, the marciageable 


SUCCESSORS OF SRI SANKARA IN KANCHI 61 


and, after a short sway of 12 years, he died 
in his 24th year, in Sarvadhari, in the month 
of Chatéra, on the first day of Sut/a-paksha, 
near the Agastya hill. 


age of boys has gone up slightly; but, a generation 
ago, proposals for the marriage of Brahman boys 
were generally made when they were only 12 to 14 
years of age; and most of them were married before 
they were 15 or 16 years. The heads of the Kanchi 
matha- must be unmarried when they are admitted 
into the fourth order, as Sri Sankara, the first of the 


Acharyas, entered Sanyasasrama as a Brahmachari. 
This explains the long ages that some of the suc- 
cessors of Gangadhara I attained, a part of which 
they must have spent as heads of the matha. For, 
it is also a custom generally observed in these 
mathas, that the successor is appointed only at 
the death, (or a little before it), of the previous 


guru. An Acharya who is given only 20 years 
in the chronology, must have died young, say, 
about 30 or 35. When one remembers also the 
quiet, celebate lives that they led, one need 
not be surprised at the aversge of 30 years that 
we get for the successors of Gangadhara I. But it 
is doubtful if the practice of early ordinatioen pre- 
vailed from the very beginning. Probably, a 
smaller average will suffice in the case of Ganga: 
dhara’s predecessors. So thal, the date we have 
provisionally fixed for Sri Sankara is not icrecon- 
. cilable with the number of Acharyas in the Kanchi 
i calendar. Thus, leaving oul Suresvaracharva, who 
u 


did not occupy the Kanchti-piiha at all, we have 
12 Acharyas between Sri Sankara and Gangadhara I ; 
and, on an average of 20 years for each, we gel a 


{ total of 240 years for them. If “we ‘deduct this 
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\ 414. Ujvala Sankava’ was the son of Kosava- 
‘Sankara, of the Tapti river-side. His former 
“name was Achyula-kesava, a Maharashtra by 
nationality. He made extensive tours fighting 
the heretical sects. Through his blessing, 
Kulasekhara, King of Syanandira, became a 
poet. He drove beyond the Indus, the Saka, 
Yavana, Silhaka, and Balhika followers of a : 
Brahman convert to Jainism called Jara- i. 
drishti. He ruled for 88 years. _ He had 
gone to Kashmir on a Dig-vijaya ; and died 
there in Akshaya, 3468 Kali, in the month of . 
Vaisakha, on the 8th day of Suéla-paksha, in 
Kala-puri, which has since been known as 
Ujvala-mahayati-pura. 
15. Gauda Sadasiva, surnamed ‘Bala- 
guru,’ was the son of Deva-misra, a Brahman 


minister of Kashmir, who had turned Jaina. 


It is said thal the boy showed very early leanings 
towards Vedanta; and was thrown inlo the 


from 23 S.E., or A.D. 317, given as the date of Vidya-. 
ghana’s death, we get A.d. 77, or the third quarter 

of the first century A.D. roughly, for Sri Sankara’s 

Niryaaa., 


*He was the second namesake of the great 
Acharya on the Kanchi-pitha, and also a fameous 
man. 
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Indus by the irate father. He was picked up 
~ bya native of Patali-putra, named Bhiri-vasu, 
; who: called him ‘ Sindhu-datta’ (‘ gift of the ye 

Indus’). He was brought up and educated by 
a his rescuer; and was ordained by Ujvala 
: Sankara, who had met him during his stay 
in Kashmir. He was.17 years when he 
-gucceeded the latter. With the permission | 
of his guru, he made extensive tours of 
- victory in a gold palanquin and with other 
pa royal paraphernalia. _ He fed 1,000 Brahmans 
+ every day, wherever he went. He drove out | 
| of the country many Balhika Buddhists.’ | 
He occupied the .pitha only for 8 years, and | 
died in his 25th year, in Bhava, in the ' 


1Sakas and Balhikas were people of Scythian 
origin who ruled North-west India at this time, 
their chiefs often called ‘Satraps,’ as they owed 
some allegiance to Persia. They were mainly 
Buddhist in Religion, It -is the adoption by these 
barbarians that Jed to the corruption and rapid | 
decline of that religion, and its final disappear- 
ance from India. The decline of Buddhism in | 
‘this country took place much earher than the H 
seventh or eighth century, when Sri Sankara is said | 
to have lived. It was quite apparent in the secend 
or third century A.D. (See V. A. Smith, “ Early | 
History of India,” Chaplers X and XJ], and pop. 
264 ff.). 
} 

’ 
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month of Fyes/ha, on the 10th day of Sukla- 
paksha, at Tryambaka near Nasik. 

46. Surendra, surnamed, ‘Yogi-tilaka,” 
was the son of Mathura-natha, of the furmer 
name of Madhava, a Maharashtra by nation- 
ality. He overcame in dispute Durdidivi, a 
charvaka in the court of Surendra, a nephew 
of King Narendraditya’ of Kashmir. It is 
said that Brihaspati himself had come down 
to help the atheist in his argument. The 
king was so much pleased that he requested 
the Acharya to occupy his throne for a time. 
Surendra occupied the pitha only for 10 
years; and died in Taruua, 3486 Kali, in the 
month of Aargasirsha, on the first day of 
Sukla-paksha, near Ujjain. 

47, Widyaghana Il, surnamed ‘ Vartanda, 
and Sarya-dasa, was the son of Umesa- 
Sankara, of the former name of Srikantha. 

He worshipped the sun every day by 1,008 
prestzations, end became free from leuco-derma 


'This must be King Narendraditya J, who 1s 
placed on ‘numismatic evidence, in the fifth or 
sixth century A.D. (See Siein’s edition of Rasa- 
farangini, 1, 65.) The Kanchi chronoloxy gives 
the end of the fourth century, and may afford some 


ground for reconsidcration of Narendradilya’s dale. 


ae 
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eae aye : 
ae 5 or ‘while Jeprosy,’ by which he was 
io. afflicted in his youth. He was ordained in 
ond ‘his 18th year ; and, alter occupying the pitha 
©) ’ for 18 years, he died in his 3l]st,’ year, in 
ai) Hevilumbi, in the month of Bhadra-pada, on 
fe the 9th day of Krishna-paksha, near the river 
ee ‘Godavary. ’ 
at 48. Sankara IY, surnamed A/itha, was | 
AJ ~ the son of Vidyavati, an astronomer (ganaka). 
as! Sankara was a deaf-mute from birth, and 
ds . had regained speech by the blessing of Vidyé- 
Ib -ghana.* . He learnt the Vedas from his father, 
“¢ and was ordained by the guru. He was 


served by Matrigupta, sometime King of 
Kashmir, and Pravarasena, (author of the 
(i  Prakrit drama called Se/u-bandia), also King of 
f Kashmir. The latter was the son of Toraméana * 


' Acharyas XV--XVII, as well as XII, scem to 
have died very young. 

7 The restoration of speech to 2 congenital desi. 
mutes is not a miracle. Vidydaghsana probably teok 
the child under his care, and diligently educated 
him to speak and to be a great scholar, as many 
have been so educated in recent times (see Helen 
Keller, “Story cf My Life ”’). 

*Stein (Vol. 1, pp. 63, 68), is Wreng in identifying 
this Toramana, father of Pravarssena, in whose 
time Matri-gupta was an interim king appointed by 
Vikramaditya (Chandragupta II, A.p, 875—413), 
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and Anjana, and had been brought up in| 
polter’s house.’ Through these kings, Sankari’ 
had a path or pass constructed in th: 
Himalayas, called Sushama. — C4 
We are told that Matrigupta was a Brahmap. 
page or attendant of King Vikramaditya . 
‘Sakari’, of Ujjain, whose duty was to prepare” 
sandal-paste to the king. He was a poet’! 
and was very proud. To curb his pride, 
Sankara blessed a superintendent of stables: 
and a keeper of elephants with poesy as well | 
The former of the name of Ramila wrote a” 
play called Avauiprabha; and the latter named 
Mentha wrote a play called Haya-griva-vadhas 


with the famous Hun invador of the same name( 
who lived from A.D. 490—510, and. who was the 
father of the notorious Mihirakula, Hun vandal and 


Re 


‘ See Rajataransin:, II, 105—7. 
* He is also called ‘ Vishamaditya’ and * Harsha’, 
* Those interesting works are practically lost to ug - 
bul ihe frequent reference to them in subsequen 
Sanskrit: Hieralure {see Stein, ], 98, note, 251) 


and ihe fact that Aims-bodha was.able to quote 


me beheve that they may be brought to hight yet, 


from them only a couple of hundred years ago, oy 
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Te These details are gathered from the prasta- 

om vanas of these dramas, quoted by Atma- bodha, 
rv and are of unique interest. . 
"; (1) Maniprabha’ ; e 
“4 * Maniprabha— | 
i WI — ay wae aar , | 
hy ae aeeanlea: Noa: eRsizal ariedt | 


eraniiwaéiagée cota Asa fay: | 
Hie Deaths cata alte: i 
abider atic cahag waaay |) a 
TI—asgT, al at Teal, & mar, Ha eh ; : 
ae amare, at gndlaonten daftea fe A 
T dfafaag ert wer azo | os 
wea araife -— eg 
TRIS aga: Rena frre 
mais fe waRKR Ae: adadisifaq: | 
oralleratnnygueatrarmaes fratear- | 
TAR STIAMITAY wet Ufa one | , 


i 
faa, | 
Maras aaeay fad Gada: aa: 

| 


aed red faa aahgeanagqaged | 
CARMA RATATMIgE: Bea: 
poreant ToT: WIN AA aT Pare Pemnye: 
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The | manager—* Madam, 
Bearing in mind that brave teacher and 
ascetic, Sankarendra, Who curbed the sandal- 
grinder, who made his servants burst with 
the nectar of poesy, and who with his mere 
sight, gave unbounded delight to King 
Harsha, Ramila wrot. the 
proclaim how great his ‘dey 
was.” : 

The managers wife. Lord, who js the 
sandal-grinder ? Who are the servants? Who 
is King Harsha? And who is the bearer of the 
blessed name of Sankarendra, whom you hon- 
our with the title of ‘ gury D8 _ 

The manager— What i Don’t you know ? 
—Him who, though a deaf-mute as 4 child, 
obtained speech by Vidyaghana’s grace, who is 
now the Acharya of the Sarvajna-pitha? with 
the title of Sankarendra, and who, to root out 
the literary pride of the attendant- 


at-worship, 
Matrigupta, made Ramill, and Medu, a horse- 


muahaut, poets in a 


please listen. 


Maniprabha, to 
otion to the guru 


groom and an elephant 
moment ? 


~The Kanchi pitha fs Keyan also as Sarvajna- 


s alleged ascent of 


bitha, on account of Sri Sankara’ 
the ‘seat of omniscience’ here, 


voy 


‘coer 


SUCCESSORS OF SRI SANKARA IN KANCHI 69 


“ Further,—How is it thal the name of the 
powerful Vikramaditya has not reached your 
ears ?—Harsha (the ‘joy’},. proclaimed by a 
hundred works. of his subjects who were 
gladdened by the security (afforded by his 
arms), reverent to teachers, God, Brahmans, 
beggars and guests, but a (veritable) kite to 
the Saka snakes, and who gave Kashmir itself, 
without much concern, to a composer of 
poems ?’’' 

(2) Hayagriva-vadha:* “The versatile and 
faultless Mentha, who had. attained to the 
literary Art by the unbounding grace of 


_the celebrated Sankarendra and who is unhesi- 
tatingly applauded by the discerning public 


far more than the jealous Mairigupta, wrote 
the AHayugriva-vadha, which is full of forcible 
sayings and the sweetness of rhetoric.” 


1Such a description can apply only to the Gupta 
Emperor, : Vikramaditya Chandragupta, IT (a.p. 375 
—413). See V. A. Smith, pp. 254--263; pp. 266— 
267; and pp. 279—S0. 


: Havasrivavadha= 
STAM AAA AH TEAST: 
anagmdnay gaara aaa | 
shar: laitnactsRetanitinaaa ag- 
Fghiaeaalgrastaed aKeAGuS: A Avs: |! 
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(3) Hart-muisriya\-—“ Then with the help 
of Pravarasena, of unlimited splendour, San- 
karendra constructed the Himalayan path, 
Sushama, from the Chandra-bkaga (Jhelum) 
to the Sindhu (Indus), which is even now 
seen there.” \ 

The following is the account given by the 
Rajatarangint,” of Matrigupta : 

King Sreshtha-sena, (Pravarasena I), of the 
second Gonanda dynasty, had two sons, Hiranya 
and Toramana. The former came to the 
throne; and, being jealous of the latter, threw 
him into prison, and kept him captive for fife, 
During the latter’s captivity, a son (who be. 
came afterwards King Pravarasena II) was 
born to him, and was brought up by a potter- 
woman. This boy, who was a young man at 
the time of his uncle’s death, had left Kashmir 
through fear of him, on a long pilgrimage, In 


' Hart-mitsriya— 
da: WA Bahaaaa: | 
zd) Goal AA feaiz: @ HIT e I 


ARMs eg eAZlaa: | 


AAR Har Vay any 247 
7 Tf, 106—323. Stein, I, pp. 82--96. 
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the meantime, Vikramaditya had conquered 
Kashmir. Matrigupta was a poor Brahmen 
scholar who, like many others, had been é:- 
tracted by the celebrated Emperor’s muni:i- 
cence and love of learning, and had teken 
service under him. For six months-he tried 
his best to bring himself to the notice of ihe 
King by diligent and faithful service. Atlezst, 
he succeeded in catching the eye of his master, 
who, though pleased at heart, did not show 
any outward sign of his pleasure. One winter 
night, the king, waking up and finding thet 
the light had gone ott and no one was in 
attendance, called out for a servant, when 
Matrigupta readily answered, The king asked 
him why he had not gone to sleep iike the 
others; and, in answer, the latter composed a 
verse, on the spur of the moment, depicting 
his lot. The king was very much pleased; 
and, thinking it high time to give some proof 
of his favour, at once sent secret orders to k: 
officials in Kashmir to receive MAtrigupta 2s 
their king when the latter should go there. 
The next day, Vikramaditya sent Matrigua:s 
with a sealed letter to Kashmir, with the is- 
junction that he was not to open it on the way. 


ta 


t 
é 


ee ee eet me, 


of &ajalarangint, in thé sixth century. This date, 
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As soon as Matrigupta reached Kashmir, he 
was welcomed as their king-designate, and 
soon consecrated as sovereign. He ruled the 
country for five years to the satisfaction of the 
people. At the end of that period, Pravara- 
sena, the rightful heir to the thronc of 
Kashmir, returned from his pilgrimage, and 
claimed his own. M€atrigupta quietly abdi- 
cated, as his patron was dead in the mean- 
time ;* and putting on the yellow robe of the 


’ Vikramaditya died in a.p. 413 (V. A. Smith, 
p. 257). Matrigupta’s rule over Kashmir should, 


therefore, ‘have extended. from “a.D. 408-413. - 


Sankara IV was head of. the Kanchi matha from 
A.D. 398—437; and he must have been in Kashmir 
ducing the latter part of this period, i.¢., in 


Matrigupta’s reign, and in~the early years of 


Pravarasena’s, which, if the period Kalhana assigns 
to il is correct, should have lasted from A.D. 413— 
473. Matrigupta succeeded Sankara IV as head 
of the Kanchi matha in a.p. 437. According to 
Kalhana, Maltzigupta lived in Benares as a monk 
for 10 years; and this ageees with the Kanchi 
chronology which allots 10 years to his headship 
of the Matha. But kalhana is wrong in saving 
that Matrigupta lived only for 10 years after 
abdication. There is a period of 24 years between 
his abdication and sanyasa, which he might have 
spent in the camp of Sankara, studying the Vedanta 
and allending on the guru. Kalhana_ places 
Matrigupla, along with his patron Vikramaditya, - 
in the first century A.D.; and Stein, the editor 


‘ . Ce 7 
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monk,. went away to Benares. Pravarasena 
“\) who in vain had tried to persuade him to stay 
on and rule for the rest of his life, is said to 
have sent the whole revenue of the Kingdom 


to Benares. ? 
~ Sankara IV is the author of Afzka- 
g_) panchasati, a fine anthology of Sanskrit hymns 
() to the ponders Kamakshi, the patron deity of i 


’. accepted by puvobead scholars till recently for be 
O Vikramaditya, rested on a misreading of Hiuen ee We 
‘> Tsang and the exploded theory of Mux Muller ee. 
_/ about a Sanskrit Renaissance in the sixth century i 

. A.D. (See V. A. Smith, ‘ Early History of India,’ : 
ne pp. 279—-80.) We know now that both lived in 
the end of the fourth and the beginning of the filth 
century A.D.; and the Kanchi chronology is verified ae 
in a remarkable manner. Can Sri Sankara, wiiose L 
~ -19th successor Mitrigupta was, have flourished i 
in the eighth or ninth century A.D. ? The latter date 
resfs on as slender a basis as Max Muller’s date 
' for Vikramaditya; for it is mainly based on the 
~ authority of an undated and ananimous manuscript . be 
in the possession of one Govinda Bhatta Yerlekar ee 
of. Belgaum, which is evidently ofa late date as it 
\ mentions Ramanuja and Madhva. (“Indian Anti- — 

. guary,” XI, 174.) 
"We can understand this only in the hight 
, of our narrative. The deference that Pravarasena 

~ shows to the jusurper of his throne, and the treasures 

- that he sends him afterwards, are proofs of Matri- 

gupta having succeeded Sankara IV as Jagadguru. oe 
{. For, no ordinary Sanydsi would require or accept ba 

.. such sums. 
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Kanchi; and of a Prachina Sankara-vijaya. 
The latter is not procurable ; but Atma-bedha G 
quotes extensively from il. The quotations «) 
show that the Kanchi matha existed as an eS 
organised institution in the time of Sankara... 
IV. For the verses quoted, besides giving the = 
traditional date for Sri Sankara (2593 kal), “" 
support most of the incidents inthe life of the 
great Acharya according to the Kanchi tradi- =~: 
tion. Sankara IV died, after a period of 39 ¢, 
years, in Dhatu, 359 S.E., in the month of 
Sra@zana, on the full-moon day, near. the - 
Godavary. — 
49, Chandrasekhara I was surnamed © 
Sarva-bhauma (Emperor), on account of his Ca 
king-ship for a time over Kashmir. I have | 
lingered over the history of Matrigupta, 
ad-interim Ying of Kashmir, because he 
succeeded Sankara IV as head of the Kanchi 
matha.’. He was the son of Achyuta, a 
valive of Konkan. He hved for 10 years in 


Benares, and died there in yaya, in the month 
of Sravana, on the Sth day of Krishna-paksha, 


™R.C. Dutt identified Matrigupta with Kalidasa, 
owins to the similarity of the meaning of the 
two names. ‘ 


ie 
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my 20. Paripurnabodha was the son of Rama- 
natha, a native of ‘Ratnagiri, of the former 


7 name of Madhura. He was a great physician, 
believed to have been an incarnation of a: 
-y  Dhanvantari. He attained to great Yogic o: 
“\ powers. by means of the Mantra called ri 
Asmabhilapaka. He ruled for 34 years, and | f 


died in Raudri, in the month of Kar fika, on 
“the 9th day of Sukla-paksha, near Jagannath. 
a 21. Sachchitsukha was the son of Some- 
)  narya, a native of Chicacole, an Andhra by 
‘nationality, of the former name of Girisa. He me 
was a worshipper of Subrahmanya. Arya- . 
bhatta,’ the astronomer, had gone on board a Seals 
Ship far out into the sea to make an observa- i | 
tion of a solar eclipse. Sachchiisukha | 
denounced his conduct as un- sastraic, and suet 
purified him. Moreover, Arya- bhatta was an i 
atheist; and the Acharya brought him round ‘i 
to the Vedic belief by argument. After a a 
sway of 34 years, he died in Khera, in the ae 
month of Vaisatha on the 7th day of Su2li- -_ 
paksha, neay Jagannath. af 


u Aryabhatta i Is known to have fixed the beginning nee | 
of Kaltyuga (as 3101 BC.), in A.D. 499. So, we have ie 
here another remarkable confirmation of our = | 

| 
i 


chronology. 


© 

wi 
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3 22. Chitsukha I was a native of Konkan, ©) 
— of the former name of Siva-sarma. He ruled Cy 
ae for 15 years, living in Konkan all the time ; and . 
died in Parabhava, in the month of Sravana, YS 
on the 9th day of Su/a-paksha, near Ratnagiri. ,, 6) 
. 23. Sachchidanandaghana, surnamed ‘Sid- &) 
dha-guru,’ was the son of Krishna, a native of (. 
‘ Srimushnam, of the former name of Siva- i 
* samba, and a Dravida by nationality. Threeo ~~ 
times, he made extensive tours all over India. “ 
He was a great Yogi or Siddha ; and knew the tid 
Janguages of worms, insects and quadrupeds. ss (_ 

By his Yogic powers, he simply turned into a. a4 
: finga in the end. His life was written by. es 
Mantha-bhatta in his Siddha-vijaya-Maha- a 

: kavya. After a sway of 21 years, he died in = 
so * 


* The following verses are quoted from it : — 
ames Rpayeaaszisazrea 
FETA Aa ST: | 


N 


yay a: equa feeaag: a afy- 


arremza afar ag- 


| TAT ATSG = 231 


Ee 
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¢) Prabhava, 470 S.£.,.in the month of Ashadha, 
on the first day of Svéda-paksha, near Gokarna.' 
2a, "Prajnaghana was the son of. Pra- 
“" bhakara, a native of the Pinakini riverside, of 
' the former name of Sonagiri. He ruled for 18 
» years, and died in Svabhanu, in the month of 
|, Vaisikha, on the 8th day ef Sula PORSI, al 
: Kanchi. 

- 25, Chidvilasa was the son of Madhu- 
oad sidana, a native of Hasti-giri, of the former 
-/name of Hari-kesava. After a rule of 13 
) years, he died in Durmukhi, on the new year’s 
day, at Kanchi. 

“" 26. Mahadeva I was the son of Bhanu- 


bil 


--name of Seshamisra or Seshanarya. He was 
a Maithila Brahman settled in the Andhra 
country. -He died after a rule of 24 years, in 
Raudri, in the month of Asiina, on the 10th- 
‘day of Krishua-paksha, at Kanchi. 
27. Purna-bodha I was the son of Sripati, 
iof the former name of Krishna. He ruled 
| ‘Acharyas XII—XXII seem to have lived and 
died outside Kanchi, mostly in Northern India. 
They cover between them some 300 years, and do 


y. not scem to have remained at Kanchi for any length 
[ of {ime during this long period. 


j ‘ 


| Taio a a ees 


2 ‘misra, a native of Bhadrachala, of the former © 


‘ 


hae 
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for 17 years, and died in /svara, in {he month 
of Sravana, on the llth day of Sukla-paksha, 
at Kanchi. 


28. _Bodha I was the son of Kala-hasti, of 


the former name of Balayya. He ruled for : 


37 years, and died in Ananda, in the month 
of Vaisikha, on the 4 day Krishya-paksha, 
at Kanchi. 


29. Brahmananda-shana J, surnamed 
Sila-nidhi, was the son of Ananta, of the 


Garuda river-side, a Dravida Brahman, of the 
former name of Jyestha-rudra. He was 


learned’ in the six Darsanas; and was served 


by the Kashmir King Lalitaditya Muktapida 
and by Bhavabhiti.. He ruled for 13 years, 
and died in Prabhaza, in the month of 
Fyestha, on the 12th day of Sukla-paksha, at 
Kanchi. 


*The commentator giv es the following extracts 
from the fifth Ullasa of a work by Bhava- bhuti, 
called Alaha-purusha-vilasa. The dramatist is 
known to have Jived in the court of King Yasovar- 
man of Kanou), who was defeated by Lalitaditya 
Muktapida of Kashmir. A/ahd-purusha-vilasa must 
be a life of King Laliavitya, or an account of his 
congnering tour which he is said to have extended 
to the extreme South (2afefaransint, 1V, 131—145). 
From this quotatien and from the cross-references 
in Panya-sloha-manjari, we know that Lalitaditya 
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30. Chidanandaghana was the ssn of 
Kannu-sankara, of the former name of }’adma- 


nabha. He reinstated the dethroned son of 


visited Kanchi during the time of Brahmé:anda- 
®hana, The next Acharya set up the son of Queen 
Rattaé, who had been deposed by the Kashmir in- 
vader, on the Karnataka throne. There is a 
discrepancy in dates here. The Rdjatarangini 


‘ assigns A.D. 699—735, to Lalitaditya. But, accord- 


ing to Stein, this is erroneous; and an adjustment 
of 25 years has to be made from certain notices 
in Chinese history; and we are told that he 
really reigned about _A.0. 725-60. The Kanchi 


chronology gives to Acharyas XXIX and XXX, 


in whose .times Lalitaditya’s invasion of the south 
took place, the years 655—72. Unfortunately, 
Bhavabhuti’s verses do not mention the name of 
the Acharya to whom Lalitaditya paid his respects 
in Kanchi, and in whose name he dedicaled a large 
feeding house in his own country. It is interesting 
that Miss Duff gives A.D. 690 to Bhavabhuti ; and 
this date is nearer the time of the Acharyas 
referred to, and not in conflict with the Kanchi 
chronology. 


wai Boia gaaahiaag Aciaieg Hz1- 
yea geysers Tageaia | 
rosary Talagosrly frac fzaeiazs 
olemraienraacnonaazel Aye: Wares II 
Fermrrdenchaypaesneea Gas 
Ta Ta Aeaa: a GATE | 
ner PAgezealy ass arggeaus 
ara sears Aly azztRs 4A BAAS II 
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Ratta, the karnataka queen, in his kingdom. 
By practising the yoga called Lambika, he 
2a lived on dry leaves only. He occupied the 
ie pitha for 4 years only, and died in Prajotpatii, 
in the month of MVargasirsha, on the 8th day 
; ri of Sukla-paksha, at Kanchi. . : 
i 31. Sachchidananda H, surnamed Bihasha- 
: Paramesthi, was the son of Praudha-ramanna, 
: [ of the former name of Timmanna, a native 
of the Chandrabhaga river-side. He: was a 
scholar in many languages; and he carried. 
re out extensive repairs to the matha buildings. re 
a He ruled for 20 years, and died in Khara, 
; ; in the month of Prosthapada, on the. 6th day 
| of Krishua-paksha, at Kanchi, 
82. Chandrasekhara II was the son of 
Mahadeva, a native of the Vegavati. river- 
side, of the former name of Sambhu. He 
made extensive fours. He heroically saved 
child who had been surrounded by a forest 
fire, at the risk of his life. He vanquished 
( 4. : . in dispute Chankuna, a celebrated Buddhist 
( qo - and minister of King Laliladitya’ of Kashmir. 


‘ * Acharyas XXIV—XXXI Jed quict, uneventful 
lives, mostly living in Kanchi only, 
* Rajatarangini, IV, 215, and 246—§2, 


COIR RRR Diab ae aie Bae SER RAS « li i eae a a a cL 


EOE Be pea ED f, odo a en ap eee Ghee TY, aN ee ‘) 


Crete ole ciara 


Es od 3 ; 
Hay 
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ue 
ad He ruled for 18 years, and died in Cia: He JU 
in the month of NTargasirsha,. on the new- i! a O 
moon day at Kanchi. 7 &) 
83, Chitsukha IJ, surnamed Bahuripa, Hh C) 
» was the son of Vimalaksha, a native of Veda- ee a *) 
chala, of the former name of Susila Kama- : . - 
| laksha. He lived for a long time in the a | Ss, 
| Kavera cave in the Sahya mountains, practis- i o cS 
| ing ¢apas. After a rule of 27 years, he died if > C 
i in Diatu, in the month of Ashaitha, on the it] I ( 
Sth day of Su&/a-paksha, in the Sahya mountain. . I? . | 7 
34, Chitsukhananda, also called Chidananda, ae { i 
was the son of Somagiri, a native of the Palar Ly cA Cs 
riverside, of the former name of Suresa i = Co 
After a rule of 21 years, he died in Heatinks | 
in the month of Asvrna, on the full-moon day, | | 
at Kanchi. pie of 
35. Widyaghana III was the son of Bala- ae 
chandra, of the former name of Strya- i | ! 
narayana. He is said to have preserved or | 
protected the Dharma with great difficulty, as aah 
the country was. overrun by Mahomadans. ! i 
He had gone to Chidambaram ona piulsrimage : : 
I 


‘atad aftacqenan Farad we ezenailayis aay ||— 

About this time (738— 88), the Arab Mahomadans - 

| were making a series of raids in Western ini: | 

6 

| | 
! 
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- iF and died there, after a rule of 30 years, in 
“Fj Prakhamr,' in the month. of Pushya, on Une 
AS end day of Sukla-puksha. 
yas : 86. Sankara VY, surnamed Dhira and Abdli- 
, i : 
Di ‘nace, was the son of Visvajit, a native of 
VY ee _ | Chidambaram.’ The following narrative of 
re: i ae ‘this Sankara’s birth and parentage is taken 
oa oo a Ms ‘from VWakpati Bhatta’s Sankarendra-vilasa, 
ee oe : J] Canto. i 
Raw! 5 : . int : 2 a ‘ opie om S 
ay Ce ; 4 “Visvajit being dead, Visishta, his young 
ia te ct vite, wants to perform Sati. Her relatives 
WS ij dissuade her, as they see signs of pregnancy oe 
fe _ - : o 
Lj -pe : -in her. She returns home, and- patiently 
Cy af oe . spends the usual period. But that is soon over, 
Pg Re | ae and there is no delivery, nor for another year 
ae Fe ! : o A 4 
caer ee . ‘ , 
~ +4 1 extending as far as Guzaret. (Duff, “Indian 
Cy g 0 Chronology,” pp. 66—69.) But, did that affect life 
. qe in Kanchi in any way ? 
Sg? ' "There is some error here. Prabhava-pusiya, 
= : the daie of Vidyaghana III's death, corresponds {o 
S ; i : A.D. 788, January. But Sankara V was bern in 
eo a i Vibkava-Varsakha, oz a9. 788, May: ic, some 


4 months after his predecessor’s death. Surely, 
Sankara cannot have become the head of the matha 
as soon as he was born, much less before that. 

| The writer of Ananda-giri Sankara-vyaya says 
‘this of the Great Sankara—that he was born at 
‘Chidambaram, that ds fataer’s name was Visvayie, 
‘and that he was posthumously born, 


as Bee ee 
nee 
mop 
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bi 
or so. People suspect dropsy or some other fo 4 
disease. Ashamed of her condition, Visishta [i 
} 74 
eta 


takes to temple service, in Which she is. 
engaged for one year. Then, at the end of ; if: | 
full three years after her husband’s ceath, / f 
she delivers a son.’ ‘Afraid of scandal, the ; [| 
mother casts away the child into the neigh- : | i 
bouring forest, where he is nursed and _ 
brought up by a tigress, the wife of the sage | 
i Vyaghra-pada. At five years of age, his ! 
» Upanayana is performed by the sage,’ Wwho- 
_ teaches him the Vedas as well.” i 
Then Sri Sankara himself appeared bezore | 
him; and Padma-pada_ presented the boy- ‘| 
’ ascetic with a pair of the Guru’s sanéals. 
\, When Vidyaghana was in Chidambaram, the 
voice of Siva himself proclaimed to him ihe 


' This is explained by the author of Gure-ratnan:s: 

by the fact that, Sankara’s life being the last of hi 
lives on earth, and there being still some karnia 
left to be endured in the ferm of human birth, he 
Joon all that by a prolonged Slay in his moth=-'s 


womb, and so avoided more births. Whateves it 
is, there is no doubt that there Was some sliders 
attached to this Sankara’s birth, which came, in 
popular tradition, to be mixed up with the name of > 
his “illustrious predecessor; and the author of 

* Madhva-vijaya actually transferred it to the drent 
Sankara, 


Toe vee me SI 
TT ee Se ree rs ae i ene es oes 


| 


Ne 


of time, he became as famous as the greai ~ 
| 3 Sankara himself in disputation and polemics, | 
ie | ' . and made extensive Digvijayas. ke 

. In Kashrnir, he defeated Vakapati Bhatta, 
who had won the place of honour among the 
' pandits of the court there:° and ascended the 


(. 
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HW . e 
oe, ! . : 
a ‘ greatness of Sankara;' and he ordained anc; 
i | appointed the latter to the pitha.. In course -- 
ne 


re 


' Thus, we find that the life of this Acharya is 
full of miraculous incidents—far more so than that 
| of the great Sankara himself. 


a * Hence the frequent confusion between the two 
4 2 OR Acharyas, and the mixing up of incidents from their 
lives in popular tradition. This applies especially 
to the date of this guru. He was born in 3889 
Kalt, or A.D. 788, a oh 
erisy fant act qaqasulanet 7 
Valufzaranacai faca gageaie father 1) 


33 . ot This date, first brought to the notice of Western : 
: | scholars in an undated manuscript, which musi be  (. 
later than the twelfth century, as it mentions Rama. 
nuja and Madhva, has been almost unanimously 
accepted as the correct date of Sri Sankara’s birth, 


“The following verses are from Sad-suru-sentana- 
harimala : 


1 i Arena nszzrareneseR- 

Toh AVL APTANA TAO BAT | 
a ABAAANLT FAIA UTZ: gee 

| Ay AAR aqdZ: AISI: GSCI Il 
J 

Ss | 


ER eae aie tS ise, o> ae Ga gh cea Oe rene oe meee nee 


OSES RETR: Se ie i eS 
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: bd ‘vagna-pitha. His great learning aad piety ' 
‘iLspired with respect even foreign tribes-—: 
| Ciinese, Turks and Persians. After a rule of - 

°°, years, he disappeared into the Dattatreya : 


_cave in the Atreya mountain,’ in Siddharth, 
3y41 Kali, in the month of Ashadha, on the 
new-moon day. 

» (37, Sachchidvilasa was the son of Kama- 

“|\C jvara of Kanyakubja, of the former name 

= .¢’ Sripati. He lived for a long time in 


oa Sa rea AAA RATAME aga AAe AT 
ARUAMAAITA GT HATISARIETIATE | 
MEYRIN: Bleraagya: CAVA: eae 
gS aise Reactqeoeadti er i 


<1) Vakpati-bhatta is the author of a Prakrit work 

@ Ned Gauda- vaho ; and, like Bhava-bhuti, seems to 

nave gone to Kashmir after Yasovarman’s defeat, 

i whose court he at first lived. 

* (2) Kshirasvamin is the commentator on Amara- 
Ag i3Q. 
3) Thakya, (4) Vamana is the author of Kavyalam- 

kara. (5) Manorathesa, (6) Chataka, (7) Sandhimat, 

(f°. Sankhaka, (9) Damodara ig the author of 

Nuttanimata, All these flourished in the court of 

- yapida Vinayaditya of Kashmir (A.D. 780-810) 

Rajat, LV, 489—497. 
We have already seen how this incident was 

i nsferred to Sri Sankara by the writer of the 


S 


Wadhaviya Sankara-vijaya. 
This is narrated of Sci Sankara by Chidvilasa. 


Co tiedoaace f 


‘ ( } 
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$02 : 
| Padmapura; and was served by 1. Ananda- 

: ‘| vardhana,’ 2. Muktakana, 3. Siva-svami, and “’ 

| 4. Rajanaka-Ratnakara. He ruJed for 83 ( ° 
years, and died in Nandana, in the month of C) 
‘ ; Patsikha, on the full-moon day at Kanchi. - on 
| _ 38 Mahadeva Ill, surnamed § U/jvala’ and M4 
ea ‘Sobhana,’ on account of his handsome per- wy 
| 4 sonal appearance, was the son of Kannayya, a *_ 
native of Karnataka, of the former name of 

S 2 : Siva-rama-bhatta. After a rule of 42 years, ¢ 
as he died in Bhava, in the month of Vatsakha, «. 
-_ on the 6th day.of Suk/a-palsha, at Kanchi. - 

a 39. Gangadhara I! was the son of Umesa- 

a bhatta, of the Bhima river-side, with the “© 
: former name of Appanna. He is said to have (> 


restored vision’ to the poet Rajasekhara,’ who C. 


* Ananda-vardhana is the author of Dhvant, and to 
lived under King Avanti-varman of Kashmir (855— 
884)—Rajat; V, 34. Me 
Rajanaka-Ratnakara is the author of Hara-vijava, e 3 
Very little is known adout the other two. ia 
“The poet, Raiasekhara, of the ‘ Yayavara’ 
family, lived in the time of Mahendrapala and Es 
, Mahipala, Kings of Kaneu} (303~17). Duff, * Indian 
: Chronology,” p. 82. He is the author of (1) Bala. 
i Ramayana, (2) Prachanda-bandava, (3) Karpara- 
: maniart, and (4) Viddha-séla-bhaniiha, Madhava, the 
' aulhor of Sankara-vijave, gives a distorted version 
of the composition of these works, which he assigns 
to Sri Sankara’s time. (Ch, ALV.) 
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had become blind. After a rule of 35 years, 
Fhe died in Saumya, in the month of Sravaua, 
onthe Ist day of Swh/a- paksha, at Kanchi. 

40. Brahmananda-ghana II was the son 
@¥ { Subramhanya, of the former name of N 

A gmbhatta. After a rule of 28 years, he diec 
Bi i Jszara, in the month of Karéika, on the &th 
a by of Surla-paksha, at Kanchi. 

1' 44, Bnanda-ghana was the son of Sudeva- 
thalia, of the Tunga-bhadra river-side. His 
former name was Sankara Pandita. After e 
‘nile of 36 years, he died in Pramadi, in the 
month » of Chaitra, on the 9th day of Suk/a- 
Qulisti, at Kanchi. 

4 2. Purna-bodha If was the son of Siva, 
Ae ative of Karnataka,’ of the former name o! 
Aver, He ruled for 26 years, and died i 
Meraniithi, in the month of Prostha-pada, on 
aie 13th day of Avishua-paksha. 

8. Parama-siva I was the son of Siva- 
tmba Pandita, of the former name oi 
a Mikantha. He spent many years in a cave 
Kthe Sahya mountain, attended only by 
‘ma-deva. After a rule of 21 years, he died in 
Pisar], in the month of Aszva, on the 7th 
BY of Sukla-palsha. 


sthmans. 


“Allthe Acharyas XXXVII-XLII were Karnatake . 
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44. Bodha ll, also called Sadra@nanda 
Was: theson-al Surya. Tease the above 
mentioned Soma-deva,' author of /atha-sarié- 
sagara. He toured in the southern districts 
in a pearl palanquin presented by King Bhoja 
of Dhara.” He is said to have cleared the 
outskirts of Kanchi, of Mahomadans, with the 
help of King Kalasa of Kashmir? After a rule 
of 37 years, he died in /svara, inthe month of 
Ashadha, on the new-moon day, at Arunachala. 

45. Chandrasekhara III (also Chandra- 
chitda), was the son of Suka-deva, a native of 
the Kundi river-side, of the former name of, 
Stikantha, a Dravida by nationality. He 
made extensive tours; and was served. by 
(1) Mankha, (2) Krishna-misra, (3) Jayadeva, 
and (4) Suhala... He defeated in argument 

’ 1063-1082, according to Duff (p. 125). 

* 1010—1055 (7b., p. 300). 
* 1063—89 (7b., p. 294). 
*(1) Mankha is the author of Srikantha-charita. 


(2) Krishna Misra is the author of Prabodha- 
chandrodaya, and Guru-wijaya, a life of Chandrase- 
khara II, from which the following verse is extracted, 


nigneayd a anaes TEA 
asa arqenihna a Hazara, | 
AMIR AS aap aca a a aaa 
aA ala a UAE Taal TaYa: |: 


5 - 
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-\Hemacharya,’ in the court of Vidyalola 
~(Kumarapala. He was also served by King 


“Cy : 
And the commentator of Guru-ratna-mald say's there 
~“€ 4s an allusion to the Acharya in Prabodha-ciiancre- 
~ daya, I, 2. Krishna Misra lived under Kirtivarman, 


Ca Chandella prince 1050—1100 (V. A. Smith, p. 314). 


at (3) Jayadeva, surnamed ‘ Piyusha-varsha,’ Is 


“the author of Chandraéloka, Prasanna-Raghava, anc 

-.( Bhakti-kalpa-latika, The following verse is from the 
. last of these works— ; 

SE AS : 


Haqqani aioe, 
TAT UCAOA BAI AAA: | 

Qa Maierecaca nad 
usaencaaeaeeaeae Il 


“Ts Jayadeva, the author of Prasanna-Raghava, the 
__( jsame as the author of Gilagovinda ? The latter lived 
* under Lakshmana Sena, King of Bengal (A.D. 1119). 

/C/ Duff, p. 186. 


i. (4) Suhala was a Kashmirian physician, the 
author of a medical lexican called Yaidyabhidhana- 
‘chintamani, in which the following verse occurs — 


a faacnan ae aagtIaah- 
i pemomaleeaasgeaTaIacs | 
mirraatresa Teas 
' ora a: Pit wRItG a AA AAAI ZI II 


’ Hemacharya was a Jain teacher, and auther 
of Kumdarapala-charita, and lived under that King 


it (1148—1172). Duff, p. 152. 


: 
: 
s wf is "y 
| all 
} wa fad 
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‘ Jayasimha of Kashmir.’ After a rule of ; 
—_* 68 years, he died in Parthrva, 4267 Kali, Cc 
in the month of Chatlra, on the new-mcon . 
+ a’ : day, near Arunachala. a 
ane 46. Adyaitananda-bedha, also Chita: \ 
Pio .was the son of Premesa, a native of the © » 
ae . - Pin&kini river-side, of the former name of e 
q |i .Sitdpati. He was ordained in-his 17th year. 
4 = i _He defeated Sri Harsha,’ author of Khandana- 
: ee khanda-khadva and Naishadha; as well .as : 
4 ; “~) King Jayasimha of Kashmir ascended the throne 
4 : in. ALD. 1128; and he is the last King in the Raja- = 
‘ terengint, as Kalhana was his contemporary. rie 
eee > Sri Harsha is also the author of Arnavavarnana, 
ave Nava-séhasanka-devacharita, and Stiva-saktt-siddhi, 
A poe The following quotations from his works allude to 
: ss Chidvilasa. ae 
; AeA A TITAATAAAT ICA: of 
FUCA IIMA IAA: STL: | e 
Surana oc ayaa aaa ara 
. qaraaaarsl Powafizd Paterreaqary_|l ; 
(Sthairya-vicharana-prakarana.) 
gt let finial aah T z13- 
AVA Aaa STAI ICIS ANTS: | 
z PVRS AT 
PRE WAT Azad A Patera ArH UI 
: (Siva-saktt-siddhi.) 
1 
‘| 
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Ne 
& 
ae . ed ig 
ce tn ee atresia, of 


“pA bhinava-gupta, ' the  black-magician and 
A antric writer. Chidvilasa is the author of 
Ay Brahma-Vidyabharaua, (2) Sauti-civaraia,? 
- vind ( (3) Guru Ne He ruled for 34 years, 


Caen khanda-khadya,_ the last verse of [V 7 
’arichchheda, and in (2) Naishadha, XII canto, 38th = 


| 

_ erse, a | 
“Sri Harsha lived about A.D. 1174—1200. (See | | 
‘s\niroduction to Nirnaya-sdgara edition of Naishadhc.) cs ae | 
| 

| 


“sdstrin, mentioned here and by Madhava, cannot | is 
abe the Kashmir Saiva philosopher of that name; | 
“or, the latter lived in the tenth century; and the 

, ormer is distinctly referred to in the first. quo- 
“tation from Sri Harsha given above. But Madhava 
amakes’ this Abhinava-gupta and Sri Harsha 
-ontemporaries of Sri-Sankara. Either this is 

were poetic license, or it means that the Senkara- 

‘tijaya was not written by Madhava-Vidyaranya at 
all; for he lived within a hundred years of their time. 
*This is a reference to himself by the Acharya, 

a his Sanu-ulvarana— 

AAR HMUCGATaT: Ua: 
ore ga: afaaaaa ain: @ Mangia: | 

waerasyeaaa: arate = 

Tad Fe meena Yarns |I 
qaaeaqealeasai ay lalh- of 
WAeRCIzZaaT ARAVA: | ng 
aeqalacanieaaaaranizral (24 oF 
ed TSUN AIT Aa Warefna Il a 

] 

; 


' Abhinava-gupta, the Tantric writer and mantre- | : 
i 


FO 
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— mane 


and died in Srddharthi, in the month of 
Fyestha, on the 10th day of SuAla-paksha, at 
eS ‘Chidambaram. 

47. Mahadeva Ul was the son of Achyuta, 
a native of Chhayavanam (in the Tanjore 
a District), of the former name of Guru-Marti. 
He was a worshipper of Sakti, but not a 
fantrika, After a rule of 47 years, he died in 
oe Parabhaza, in the month of Sravaua, on 


} 
iy he 
ir 


o the 8th day of Kvishua-paksha, near the — \ 
A Gadilam river. ae 
‘| 48. Chandrachuda Il’! was the son ) re? 
ve Aruna-giri, of the former name of Gangesa. a he 
\ : on 
2 As his guru had-died rather eddy he studied the nn 
oy Sdtra-Bhashya under Ramananda Sarasvati in i 

Benares. _ foe. 


“There is a copper-plate grant in the matha 
(No. I in Gopinatha Rao’s publication of the in- 
2 scriptions), of the reign of Vijayaganda Gopala ( 
| Deva, one of the Telugu Chola Kings, dated 9th m" 
. July, 1291. It does not mention by name the 
‘Sankaracharya to whom it was given. But the: ~ 5 
date indicaies that he must be Chandrachuda I!. v 
He is described as residing in the matha fo the 
a west of Varada-rajasvami temple; and it is said 
: that there is an old building here ‘belonging to the. 
Kamakoti Matha. If the then Sankaracharya was 
living there, it musl have been a temporary arranise- 
ment. For the name ‘Kama-koti’ indicates that, 
from the earliest times, the matha was situated 
near the Kamakshi temple. 
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He was also a Sakta, and performed (along 
with his guru), one crore of oblations in fire 
in propitiation of Sakti. After a rule of 


- 50 years, he died in Durmukhi, in the month 


of Fyestha, on’ the bth day of SuAla-paksha 
near the Gadilam river, 

49. Vidya-tirtha was the son of Saranga- 
pani, a native of Bilvaranya, of the former 
mame of Sarvajna-Vishnu. He was the 
teacher of Sayana, the commentator of the 

‘That Sayana and Madhava were pupils of 


Vidya-lirtha is shown by their reference to him in 
their works— — 7 


(1) sora gonad And efor | 
Mataaamer as: aqaa eRe | 
_ (2) ae frafd 821 FAN dished ang | 
fmt aad ae faenddabeac |) 
—Sdayana, in the beginning and end of Ris-Veda- 
Bhashya. 
(3) Ted wR oehParjaherting - 
AICTHT | 
fain lees wstopgencae- 
HAASE || 
-~Madnava in his Sarva-darsena-sangreha. The 


reference is to the previous name and parentage of 
Vidya-tirtha, 


SEU TET ey 


SS a a | 
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Vode, M&chava,' the celebrated Vidyaranya, 
Minister of Vijayanagar, Vedanta Desika, the 


(4) If Madhava refers to Sankarananda in his 


Pancha-dasi and Vivarana-pramaya-sangraha, il is 


due to the fact that he was a younger contemporary 
of Sankarananda, Madhava’s fellow-pupil and 
successor of Vidya-tirtha; and it is said that Vidya- 
ranya had his Sanyasa from him, and not from 
Vidya-tirtha. 


‘There is some confusion in the minds of even 
the learned, about Sayana and Madhava: and they 
are often regarded as one and the same individual, 
owing to the frequent use of the compound word 
‘Sayana-Madhava’. The following quotations are 
useful in clearing the confusion— 


(1) Aaeaanzrazanegas PqPaar | 
Pat ATTA BAzBAaAZ: II 
(2) dnd) saat aa gaifanian: Pray | 
aa MAMA AAR BET | 
AM AA YA Fa AA a AAT | 
AAA BA AST GAS: aie aay: |] 
—Pardasara-Madhaviva. 
(3) srRFAratraa Aare FHA II 
Ene TUG US SOT aM: | 
mL ATS Gal Sues Peyeaany | 
ZUR APTS Tee RRETTA: 
ATAPI ASTIEL GRA |) 


~—Tarrtriya-samhita-Bhashya. 


we 


7 ey 


4, 
ited, OE: 


en 


Ago A oe 1 Si nie ee 


om SUCCESSORS OF SRI SANKARA IN KANCH] 95 


Y 

i 

Sh es i 

Nava scholar and teacher, and 

ti Krishna, the first head of the restored j 

_ Sringerj matha.’’ On account of the spread | 

“of the Madhya | sectarian Movement, and — ; 
‘Roman Catholic: terrorism 89Ing on for some. A 


same in Portugese India, Vidyatirtha founded 
8 new mathas,* with 8 of his pupils at their 
jead, with Vidyaranya over Viripaksh; near 


From ‘these excerpts, we learn that Sdyana and Bot 


wo brothers, and that the former | | 
he commentator of the Vedas, and not the — 

latter, 7 

i 


rn ee 


‘That the Stingeri matha had ceased {0 exist foy i 4 
4ong time and was restored subsequently, IS Shen : , 
‘Y ifs incomplete chronology (see p, 20), anc by 
“2 assigning of 800 years ‘to Suresvarachérya, 
_jreby bringing down all his Successors by {nat, 
eviod, 


‘Of the 8 mathas said to have been established by! 
: a-tirtha, only two are known to exist at Present, ' i 
those at Virdipakshi (Hampi) and Pushpasiyj i 
these Mathas, as well as Sringeri, have ‘ Vidvg. i 
"or ‘ idya-sankara ’? on their Sy; 2S OY 
Both mean the same, bur differen} from ‘he j 
t 


wee OE inna tee Sai Fi 
SOO ew ts a ig a 


~ 
ma 
yL 
= 
= 
~ 
> 
7 
con 


ead of the Sringeri matha, whodied at Ninna}: 
491 sop. (Theosophise, Vol. XVI, No. 5 
The Sringeri calendar is. Wrenp tn 
dranya in it—~for, the Jatler js Assigned 
v the same Period (1331— 1386) as hj 


q Krishna (1828—1 330), Vidyaranya wa 


the founder and - head ‘of 


the Virtipates; 
1, 
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the capital of the growing Vijayanagar Empire. 


After the IX successor of Suresvaracharya, 
(Vidyasankara), there had been-no head of the 


Sringeri matha for 800 years. The Karnataka 


country was overrun by the followers of 
Purna-prajna. And Madhava, under Vidya- 
tirtha’s guidance, restored the Sringeri matha 
with Brahmananda as its head, under the title 
of Bharati Krishna. He founded 8 other 
mathas, with 7 of his fellow-pupils at their 
heads, and himself presiding over one of 
them at Virapakshi, under the title of 
Vidvaranya. 

After ruling over the Kanchi matha for 
73 years, Vidyatirtha went to the Himalayas 
to perform fapas. He spent 15 years thus, 
aitended only by Sankarananda. He died in 
Nakiaisshi, in the month of dfaeha, on the Ist 
day of Swkla-paksha. ie 

50. Sankarananda was the son of Bala- 
chandra, a native of Madhyarjuna (Tiravidai- 
marudur, in the Tanjore District), of the former 
name of Mahesa. He was associated with 
Vidvaranya in the establishment of the new 
mathas: and he is the author of Diprhus on 
the following Upanishats—(1) /su, (2) Mena, 
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(3) Prasna, and (4) Brihadaranyaka.’ He cer oh 
is also the author of Adma-puraua and a 
commentary onthe Bhagavad-Gita. The former 
is a popular exposition of the contents of the : 
Upanishats. He carried on a vigorous propa- 
ganda against the Sri Vaishnava and Madhva 
sects which were beginning to gain influence 
in his day. He ruled for 32 years, and died 
in Durmukhi, in the month of Vaisakha; on the 
‘Ist day of Sukla-paksha. : 

51. Purnananda Sadasiya was the son of 
Naganatha, a native of Nagaranya. He was | 
served by a King of Nepal, whither he had | 
gone ona tour. After a rule of 81 years, he | 
died in Prugala, in the month of Fyes¢ha, on 
the 10th day of Suw&/a-paksha, at Kanchi. 


: oo wae cca aera iy 
i a Nn AA ARE tha al EER Ste cea ee ae tn mee abel anee peek jini wea 


aa 


’This from the Diptkd on the Brihadiranya- 
kopanishat— 


mAVeas: Toa yaz aT 
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aaa a3 Sessa, 
rendre a a1 faqaarar ve || 


the guru of Sansarananda, Vidyaranya, and others, 
; having been head of the Kanchi matha. 


This must dispose of all doubts as to Vidyatirtha, | 
: | 
t 


ee eR ey 
ane eee ee. 


98 SANKARACHARYA AND HIS SUCCESSORS 


52. Mahadeva IY’ was the son of Kames- 
vara and Kamalamba, a native of Kanchi, of 


the former name of Kuppanna. He lived at 


Vyasaichala, and was also known by that 
name. He is the author of a Sankara-vijaya 
called Vyasachaliya. After a rule of 9 years, he 
died in Akshaya, in the month of Asha@dha, on 
the Ist day of Arishua-paksha, at Vyasachala. 

53. Chandra-chuda III? was the son of 
Purari and Srimati, a native of Asmasala near 
the Manimukta river (South. Arcot district). 
His former name was Arunagiri, and he 
ruled for 16 years. He died in. Svadhanu, in 
the month of Afina, on the lth day of 
Sukla-paksha. . - 


54, Sarvajna Sadasiva-bodha? was the son ~ 


of Chiruta Chikkanna, a native of the North 
Pennar river-side. He was served by Pra- 
vira, King of Ramnad. After a rule of 16 
years, he died in I//améb:, in the month of 

‘There ave copper-plate grants (Nos. II and IIT), 
given to him by the Vijayanagar Emperor, Nrisima- 
deva Raya, dated 1329 S.E. 

? Copper-plate grant No. IV was given to him by 
the Vijayanagar Emperor, Krishnadeva Raya, dated 
144. S.e. . 

'Copper-plate grant No. V was given by the 
same [Emperor to this Acharya in 1450 S.E. 
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Chaitra, on the 8th day of Suklu-paksha, at 
' Ramesvaram. He is the author of Punya- 
~ sloka- -manjart, 

“, 55. Parama-siva Ul was the son of Para- 
mesvara, a native of the Pampa river-side, 
., of the former name of Siva-rama-Krishna. 
~ He was the guru of Sadasiva-Brahma, the 
“author of Guru-ratna-mala. The latter’s 
“ Atma-vidya-vilasa is in praise of the guru. 
. Paramasiva is the author of a commentary on 
| the Siva Gita. After a rule of 47 years, he 
~ died in Parthiva, in the month of Srdvana, on 
* the 10th day of Sukla-paksha, at Suetéransa 
“ (Tiruvengadu in the Tanjore district), where 
fp there is temple over his Samadhi. 

56. Atma-bodha, also called isuadhibe, 
-was the son of Visvamakhi, a native of 
“" Vriddhachala (South Arcot District], of the 
former name of Visvesvara. He made exten- 
_sive tours; and lived in Benares for several! 
ears. He is the author of Rudra-Bhishya, 
dt was at his instance that the Guru-ralne- 
mci was written. He ruled for 52 years. 
E: died in /szarv, in the month of Tu ld, on 
he Sth day of Avishua-paksha, near the river 


I radilam. 


| 
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57. Bodha III, surnamed ' Yaoendra’ and 


‘ Bhagavannariae was the son of Kesava- 
panduranga, 0! the family of Kanva, and the © 
former name oi Purushottama. He had gone wt 
to Ramesvaram ; and on his way back, hedied = @*) 
sn Govindapuram in the Tanjore District, 4 
where a festival is celebrated in his memory 


every year. He ruled for 54 years, and died 


wn Prajotpathi, 1614 s.E., in the month of 


Prosthapada, on the full-moon day. 

53. Advayatma Prakasa, also called 
Govinda, was the son of Parasu-rama, a 
native of the Vasistha river-side, of the 
former name of Sruti-pandita. He lived in 
Govindapuram. where his. predecessor had 
died; and wes the teacher of Sridhara 
Venkatesa (beter known as ‘Ayyaval’), and 
was served by Sahaji, King of Tanjore. After 
a rule of 12 years, he died in Svabhanu, in the 
on the 2nd day of Avrishua- 


ds 
, 4 
+ 


: month of Charira, 
° paksha, 10 Govirdapuram. 
: 59. Mahadeva VY was a great yogi.’ It 
that Atma-bodha wrote his 
1 Full particulars are nol available about Acharyas 


: 59--65. What ] have given below about them are 
! taken from Mr. 3. K. Venkatesan’s book. But his 


dates are inaccurece. 


was in his lime 


SUCCESSORS OF SRI SANKARA IN KANCHI 101 


Po Bo 
* commentary on the Guru-ralna-mada. After 
a rule of 42 years, he died in X: rodhuna, in the 
month of Yyesh/ha, on the 9th day of Suila- 
) paksha. 
oe 60. Chandra-sekhara IV. It must ee 
been in the time of this Acharya that the | 
_ Kamakoti pitha was permanently fea eie 
~ from Kanchipuram to Kumbhakonam. His 
wo immediate predecessors seem to have led a 
iC wandering life, mostly in the southern districts, / 
\G during the troublous times of the Karnatic | 
' ( , wars. . But Kanchipuram continued to be the { 
~ nominal headquarters of the matha. The gold \ 
image of Kamakshi had been removed first to 
Odayarpalayam; and then to Tanjore, where j 
Coit has since been permanently located. And, i 
on the invitation of Raja Pratapa Simha (1740 | 
-—1763) of Tanjore, the matha was permanent- ! 
ly removed to Tanjore; but Kumbhakonam on i 
the sacred Kaveri was found more suitable 
‘for its location; and the Kanchi Kamakoti ; 
pitha has since then had its headquarters 
in this town. After a rule of 37 years, 
the guru attained Srdhi in Subsadrit, in 
| the month of Pushye, on the 2nd day of ' 


Krishna-paksha, 


‘ L 5 


erg 
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61, Mahadeva VI ru] 
attained Sidadhi 
Ashadha, on the 


ed for 3] years, and 
In Srimubkha, in the month of 
12th day of Sukla-paksha. 

62. Chandrasekhara VY. His former name 


was Venkatasubrahmanya Dikshita ; and he 
belonged to a tal 


ya was pro. 
and he restored 


the Yantras in the Dey; temples in Kanchj- 


Puram and Jambukesvaram, After a sway 
of 37 years, he died jn Stithiruna, in the 
Month — of Kartika, on the 2nd day of 
Krishna-paksira. 

63, Mahadeya VI, su 
was the son of Seshadri 
Madhyarjuna, of ¢} 
linga. He made oe 
a rule of 49 years 
month of Philguna, on the new 

64, Chandrasekhava VI 
Sitharama Sastri, 


mamed ‘ Sudarsana,’ 
Sastri, 


4 native of 
1e former 


name of Maha- 


xtensive tours ; and, after 


in the 
“Moon day, 

was the son of 
of the former name of 


’The Succeeding Ach, 
all been Selected from th 


» né died in Prrodhi, 


ee, 


dryas of the 


matha have 
€ same family, 


eared, 
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Swaminatha, a native of Udayambakam in 
the Chingapat district.--After a headship of . ey 
17 years, he died in Parabhava, in the— 2: | 
month of Magha, on the 8th day of " 


Krishna-paksha. Ou 
-65,. Mahadeya III was the son of | 
Narasimha Sastri, of the former name of a 

Lakshmi Narasimha. He occupied the pitha - ‘ 
for only 7. days, and died in Parabhava, in 

the month of Ph&lguna, on the Ist day of 7 | 
Sukla-paksha, [ : | 


66. His Holiness, Srimat Paramahamsa 4 
Parivrajakacharya Jagadguru Sri Chandra- 
sekharendra Sarasvati Sankaracharya Swa- 
migal is the present occupant of the Sri” © 
Kamakoti. pitha, and one eminently worthy of 
the noble traditions of the greatest of the pithas 
associated with the name of Sri Sankara- 
charya. His Holiness is deservedly held in 
great esteem by his numerous Sishyas: and no 
one who has had the fortune of paying his iY 
respects to- him has come away without feel- : 
ings of the highest regard and veneration for 
him. Huis Holiness is not only great in his 
knowledge of the Sastras, but encyclopedic in 
worldly knowledge and wisdom, with a 


| 
| 
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remarkably discursive memory for faces, 
names and events, to an extent justifying pre- 
eminently the name of the seat he so worthily 
fills—the Sarvajna-pitha. The early years of 
his headship, His Holiness spent in seclusion, 
masteting the Vedas and Sastras, and disci- 
phning his mind and body, so as to qualify 
fully for the great heritage of spirituality and 
piety to which he had been called.. At the 
same time, His Holiness has not permitted 
himself to lose his touch with the rapid march 
of events in contemporary India, but has 
guaged well its tendencies and the influences 
at work, moulding it for good and evil. With 
the remarkable charm of his personality, and 
the great power of appeal that His Holiness 
possesses, he has attracted crowds of young 
men wherever he goes, and has essayed suc- 
cessfully to turn their minds from worldly 
learning and worldly pursuits to attend to the 
needs of the spirit as well, by the practice of 
time-honoured and essential austerities. His 
Holiness has everywhere infused a new 
interest in the rising generation, towards our 
ancient ideals; and the significance of many 
an orthodox custom and ancient practice is 


a eT a 
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beginning to dawn onthem. His Holiness has 
already succeeded to a considerable extent in 
turning the tide of godlessness and materialism 
that has been the bane of Educated India in 
recent years. His Holiness has realised that 
a stationary life at the headquarters of the 
matha cannot enable him to discharge his 
spiritual responsibility satisfactorily in these 
decadent days; and, like’ so many of his 
illustrious prédecessors,, His Holiness has 
already spent several years of strenuous 
and incessant travel. His Holiness is easily 
accessible to all and sundry, and he has a 
sympathetic and appreciative inquiry for the 
common man or the average boy—while, at 
the same time, he can hold his own with the 
most learned in Sastras and those that are 
full of modern ‘culture’ and information. 
His Holiness leads'a simple and abstemious 
personal life in the midst of so much splendour 
and pomp; and he is ever active, and 
unwearied with the-crowded life of. the 
matha and the never-ending stream of visitors 
and sishyas, who are always anxious to pay 
their respects to him, or take his advice in 
matters affecting them here or bereafter. 


Tet met mat tte ot 


deanna. cant 


Sabathia EE eS 


oe Draa rie ee, 


Pe ne ei ee en 


HoMete eR 
a tell a 


‘ 
H 


106 SANKARACHARYA AND HIS SUCCESSORS 


His Holiness is full of enthusiasm in all that 
concerns the true welfare and the spiritual 
advancement of the country and of his 
disciples; and he inspires those around him 
with the same enthusiasm. At the feet of Him 
who was Siva incarnate, and at the feet of 
Him who is His modern representative, | 
lay this humble tribute. 


Cc: bal . 
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APPENDIX 


1. MATERIALS FOR A LIFE OF 
SRI SANKARA AND HIS SUCCESSORS 


({) Sankara-vijayas. 


1, 


By Madhava; probably spurious, but 
certainly of little use. 


2. By Anandagiri; (Ed. by 3. Vidyabha- 


8. 


9. 


shana, Calcutta, an obvious forgery, 
and quite useless). 

By Anandagirt! (MS. in the Kumbha 
konam matha, and largely exerpted 
by the writer of the Dindima com. 
on Madhava’s Sankara-vijaya). 

By Sadénanda’* (out of print). 

By Chiduilasa (printed in Telugu and 
-Grantha). 

By Vydsdchala! (an imperfect MS. in 
the Tanjore Palace Library). 

Achérya-cherttam — (in Malayalam 
characters)—so-called Keraltya- 
sankara-vijaya. 

Sankarabhyudaya,’ by Raja-Chadamani 
Dikshita (printed in ‘ Sahridaya’) 

Sankshcpa-sankara-uijaye. | 


’Works | have not been able to consult. 
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: an 10. SarZara-vijaya-hathé' (MS. in ‘the 
ae Madras Oriental Library). 
11. Sanzara-vijaya-vilasa,| by Sankara i 
ts Desikendra (Catalogus Catalogorum 
623; Oppert, II, 492 - 6810). 
i 12. Santaracharya-charita' (Burnell, 4745, 
9345; and Oppert, 6232). 
13. San*aréchérya-avatéra-kaiha, by An- : 
anda Tirtha (Rice, 242). 
{ -_ 14, Santaracharyotpathi | (Buhler, 559). 
: poe In addition, Atma-bodha mentions | 
; pos the following — i 
4 . : 15. Prachina-Sankara-vijaya,’ by ‘Muka’ j 
4 oe Szakara (XVIII head of Kanchi ! 
matha). 
: 16. Brikachchhankara-vijaya, by Sarvaj- | 
: na Chitsukha, a pupil and life-long | 
; companion of Sri Sankara. | 
eS 
ia (2) Dealing with Svi Sankara’'s successors | 
ee 1. Hari-misriya.' (some work by a Hari | 
—o Misra, dealing with the succession). | l 
2. Gauds-padollasa,' a life of Gauda- | 
- bo paca. | 
3. Patensali-Vijaya, by Ramabhadra Dik- | | 
shiva (Kavyamalg series), 1 | 


4. Stddi:2-vijaya-maha-kévya,| by Mantha 


Bhsita (a life of Sachchidananda- | 

ghana, XXIIL head of the Kanchi | 

' matna). 
9. Sankerendra-vilésa’ by Vakpati H 

Bhazta (a life of Sankara V, XXXVI j 


head of the Kanchi matha). 


suond aera eke 


' Books I have not been sble to consult. 
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(3) Puranic References. 


pany 


» Books I have not been able to consult. 
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Guru-viyaya,' by; Krishna-misra (a 
_ life of Chandrasekhara IJ, XLVII 
head of the Kanchi matha). 


Sadguru-santana-parimala' (dealing 
with the succession). 
Prabha-vimarsini,’ by Svayamprakisa 
a com. on the Guru-ratna-mala). 
Punyasloka-manjart, by  Sarvajna- 
Sadasiva-bodha (a chronology of 
the Kanchi Sankaracharyas). 


Punyasloka-manjart-parisishta, by 
Atma-bodha. 
Punyasloka-manjart-makaranda, by 
Atma-bodha (a gloss on 9). 
Guru-ratna-mala, by Sadasiva Brah- 
mendra. fe 
Sushamd, by Atma-bodha (a com. 
on 12). 
Jagadguru-paramparda-stotra, by ‘Su- 
darsana’ Mahadeva, LXIII head of 
the Kanchi matha). 


Sivarahasya, 1X amsa, ch. XVI. 

Markandeya-samhita.’ 

Bhatrava-purana.} 

Keralotpatt,' 

Jina-vijaya. 

Vayu-purdna.! 

Brakmanda-purana.' 

Bhavishyoltara-purana.' 

Rudra-koli-samifiila.' 

Madhva-votjaya and Manimeniari, by 
Nardyana-pandita. 

Manimanyari-bhedini? 
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(4) 


Wis 


| 


2. 


3. 


10. 
11. 


1 


Modern works dealing with Sri San- 
Kara. 


“ Sankaracharya, his life and times,” 
by C. N. Krishnasami lyer. 

“India, What can it-teach us ?,” by 
Max Muller, pp. 354—60. 

“Age of Sankara,” by Bhashyacharya, 
(“‘ Adyar Library Series ’—3). 

Srimukha-darpana, by Sivarama 
Sastri. 

Sankara-bhagavatpada-charitram, by 

Venkatram (extracts from Ananda- 


giri). 
Arya-vidya-sudhakara, by Yajnes- 

vara Sastri. 2 
Bharata-varshiya-arvachina-kosa,’ by 


R. G. Godbole. 
Prabodha-sudhakara.' 
Srimukha-vyakhya. 
Various Afathamnayas. 


“ Copper-plate inscriptions of San-. 
karacharya_matha,” by T. A. Gopi- 
natha Rao. 

“Sankaracharya, Philosopher and 
Mystic,” by K. T. Telang.. 

“Sankaracharya and his Kamakoti- 
pitha,” by N. KK. Venkatesan. 

“The Age of Sankaracharya,” by 
t. S. Narayana Sistri. 


(5) Miscellaneous references. 


Various articles in the Indian Anti- 
quary, The Theosophist, etc. 


' Books | have not been able to consult. 
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2. V. A. Smith, “Early History of 
India’’. . 

3. ee. “Chronology of Anciént 
ndi.” 


4. Rajatarangini—Stein’s Edition. 


2. BOOKS QUOTED OR REFERRED TO 


MOON D MN BowODrr 


bet pee 


BY ATMA-BODHA 


Sabdanusasana, by Hemacharya. 

Hari-misriya.' 

Gauda-padollasa. 

Patanjali-vijaya, by Ramabha dra 
‘Dikshita. : 

Prachina Sankara-vijaya, by Muka 
Sankara. 

Vakya-padiya, by Bhartri-Hari, 

Acharya-vijaya, by Anandagiri. 

Siva-rahasya, IX amisa. 

Sankara-vijaya, by Vyasachala. 

Keraliya Sankara-vijaya. 

Brthachchhankara-vijaya, by Sarvajna 
Chitsukha. 

Sankara-vijaya, by Vidyaranya. 

Amnaya-setu (same as Mathamnaya). 

Punya-sloka-manjari. 

Jagadguru-katha-sangraha (quoted in, 
extenso). 

Sankshepa-sariraka, by Sarvajndtman. 

Sarvajna-vilasa, by Sarvajnitman. 

Padaka-sata, by Satya-bodha. 

Vartikas on 3 Bhashyas, by Satya-bodha. 


Those in Italics are not available at present. 
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Chandrika (Com. on Naishka rm y a- 
siddhi). : 
Sethu-kauya, by Pravarasena. 


-Maniprabha, by Ramila. 


Hayasriva-vadha, by Mentha. 
Stddha-vijaya-maha-kavya, by Mantha 
_Bhatta. . 
Mahapurusha-vilasa, by Bhavabhuti. 
Sankarendra-vilasa, by Vakpati Bhatta. 
Sadguru-santana-parimala. 


~ Sankshepa-sankara-viyaya. 


Dhvani, by Ananda-vardhana. 
Karpura-manjari, by Rajasekhara. 
Rala-Ramayana, by Rajasekhara. 
Prachanda-pandava, by Rajasekhara. 
Viddha-sala-bhanjika, by Rajasekhara. 
Prabha-vimarsini, by Svayamprakasa. 
Katha-sarit-sagara, by Somadeva. 
Chandraloka, by Jayadeva. 
Prasanna-raghava, by Jayadeva. 
Srikantha-charitra, by Mankha. 
Guru-vijaya, by Krishna-misra. 
Prabodha-chandrodaya, by Krishna- 
misra. . 
Bhakti-kalpa-latika, by Jayadeva. 
Vaidyabhidhana-chintamant, by Suhala. 
Brahma-vidyabharana, by Chidvilasa. 
Santi-vivarana, by Chidvilasa. 
Khandana-khanda-khadya, by Sri 
Harsha. 
Naishadha, by Sri Harsha. 
Siva-sakti-siddht, by Sri Harsha. 
Arnava-varnana, by Sri Harsha. : 
Nava-sahasanka-deva-chartta, by Sri 
Harsha. 
Jaiminiya-adhikarana-nyadyam a la, by 
Vidyaranya. 
Rigveda-Bhashya, by Sayana. 
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Sarva-darsana-sangraha, by Madhava. 
Vyasadhikarana:nyaya-mala. 
Kala-madhava .{com. by Maéadivzva- 
sudarsana). 
Parasara-Madhaviya. 


. Taittiriya-sam hit a-b hashya, oy 


Sayana. ; 
Panchadasi, by Vidyaranya. 
Vivarana-prame ya-ssangraha, by 

Vidyaranya. 

Vedanta-sara, by Sadananda. . | 
Brihadaranyakopanishad-diptka, by 

Sankarananda. 

Bodharya, by Sadasiva Brahma. 


Atma-vidya-vilasa, by Sedasiva Brahma. 
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